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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO OFFICIAL REJECTS AL=SADAT SUGGESTION OF EXILE GOVERNMENT 
LDO60934 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0755 GMT 6 Mar 41 


(Text) Kuwait, 6 Mar (KUNA)=<In a statement published here today, a responsible 
Palestinian turned down a call by Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat to the PLO 
to torm a government in exile. 


The PLO's official spokesman, ‘Abd al-Muhsin abu Mayzar, told the Kuwaiti AL-QABAS 
that the PLO does not believe at all that this proposal is positive or practical 
at the moment. However, he added that the Palestinian revolution will set up a 
provisional government when it believes that the adoption of such a step will help 
its struggle for the realization of its goals to return and self-determination and 
the reestablishment of the independent state of Palestine on Palestinian soil. 


The Palestinian spokesman said that if President al-Sadat was really anxious for 

the Palestinian people to have a state, he would not have signed the Camp David 
agreement and would not have accpeted the so-called autonomy plan which Palestinians 
inside and outside the occupied West Bank and the Gaza sector reject. He denied 

the existence of any contacts with Egypt and said that the PLO strongly opposes 
President al-Sadat's policy because it is harmful to the Palestinian cause and also 
to the interest of the Egyptian Arab people. The Palestinian official also denied 
the presence of any Palestinian mediation between Syria and Jordan in the wake of 
the deterioration of relations between the two countries to the lowest point 
recently. However, he pointed out that any Arab difference is harmful to Palestinian 
interests and our interest here in the PLO is in a harmonious Arab stance and in 

no Arab divisions. He said that the PLO believes that Arab relations should be 
better than what they are at present, particularly among the Arab confrontation 
forces. 


He said that the PLO is concerned about the operation involving kidnapping of the 
Jordanian charge d'affaires in Beirut, Hisham al-Muhaysin, 1 month ago and said 
that such acts only serve the side which is interested in poisoning the Arab 
atmosphere and causing an explosion of the Lebanese situation. 


CSO: 4802 











INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


JORDAN'S POSITION ON PLO EXAMINED 
Paris AL=NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL=DUWALI in Arabic 17-23 Nov 80 pp 18-19 


[Article: "The Improbable Partnership--The Next Stage: Improving Conditions 
or Changing the State of Affairs") 


{Text}; The tape recorder is turned off in King Husayn's presence, and the 
Jordanian monarch begins to talk about the difficulties he encounters while 
pursuing his diligent efforts to delimit the unified Arab position or what has 
been defined at the Baghdad summit as the Arab solidarity at its minimum, 


King Husayn goes on to say that he has discontinued his trips to Arab capitals, 
not for any urgent matters, but that he believes the only serious momentum toward 
a new international attitude, or a more positive one in favor of the Palestinian 
and the Arab position, would be the unified Arab stand, even at its minimum, 


The weakness lies in the Arab position which is broken up politically as well as 
economically, from the oil standpoint, and is not present in the negativism as 
pre-implied by the International Arab and the eastern world, as a whole. 


King Husayn's voice becomes faint when he talks about the increasing difficulties 
he is facing in every step he takes toward a unified Arab position, even in just 
one of the many Arab issues. 


What the King does not say, and he leaves it to his ‘+, headed by his former 
and current information minister, Mr Adnan Abu Awdeh, say that the Arab resolu- 
tion adopted in Rabat in 1974 which stated that the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion is the sole and legal representative of the Palestinian people has created 
incessant international consequences despite the political successes the liberation 
organization has earned on international political scenes. The hesitant stance 
that western Europe has toward the liberation organization is not caused by the 
Israeli and the American positions: but it is the search for a solution to 
guarantee interests that would not jeopnrdize Jordan and its system. Western 
capitals have not yet accepted the idea of a “unified" Palestinian representative. 
They have not yet found the text to guaranteed Palestinian rights without in- 
fringing on Jordan's interests as a partner to the Palestinian solution, while 
taking into consideration the principal Israeli interests listed in the agenda 
under "special security" analysis. 























But could the dean of Arab rulers, after having spent 28 consecutive years in 
reign, be able to extract from the Aral summit meeting, which is expected to be 
held in Amman at the end of this month, unified Arab resolutions to solve inter- 
national problems or toward any other directions’? 


Shelving the Differences 


In his first post-election interview with TIME magazine, President-elect Ronald 
Reagan named Jordan as an alternate choice and expressed “his belief *hat Jordan 
is the key to a compromise to avert war between Muslims who believe that the way 
to enter paradise is to fight Christians or Jews," 


President Reagan appeared optimistic in his discourse about a compromise with the 
help of the United States. However, his naming of Jordan as the key to a 
compromise was not new...for President Carter had the door to Camp David negotia- 
tions open to Jordan for as long as 2 years, and King Husayn did not respond. 

But Reagan's naming of Jordan towards the beginning of his rule does not facilitate 
the task of the Jordanian monarch to call for a summit meeting or to cause 
decisions to be issued for the following reasons: 





First, the Arab Position--Syria affirmed its request for a postponement of the 
summit meeting. It was reaffirmed by Libya and Eden. While Algeria takes this 
stand impliedly, Saudi Arabia uses all it has from status to support the Jordanian 
position which calls for its convening. 


For this reason, there is more than one Arab official who believes that the 
probabilities for the postponement of the summit meeting are stronger than the 
probabilities for convening it. While the Iraqi-Iranian war continues to escalate, 
Iraq's allies continue to be adamant in their position and the Arab countries which 
are on Iran's side raise their voices calling for the cessation of the war. 


Second, the International Position--The Iraqi Foreign Minister, Mr Sa'doun Hamadi, 
had called his colleagues at the seven-member committee of foreign ministers, which 
was meeting in Amman to prepare for the summit, to shelve their differences and 
amongst them the subject of the Iraqi-Iranian war especially that the Arab position 
is now awaiting initiatives which my brother, the secretary general of the Arab 
League, al-Shatheli al-Oalibi, and my brother ?rince Sa'ud al-Faisal have spoken 
about. Mr al-Qalibi had transmitted to those in meeting what the West German 
Chancellor Helmutt Schmidt and his prime minister, Hans Gunther, ha” said that the 
European undertaking concerning the Middle East will be issued next December by the 
European Summit. They also said that this initiative would not be affected by the 
coming of Ronald Reagan, but that Mr Schmidt, who is on close contact with the 
Administration, has maintained that Reagan's policies will buttress the European 
undertaking and not impede it. 


As for Prince ' id al-Faisal who is currently visiting Germany to discuss the same 
subject, he has also maintained that the coming of a new president to the White 
House is not a negative factor, as seen by some, but that the American Administra- 
tion will now take a positive attitude towards understanding the Arab situation 
outside the frame of the Camp David accords. 








Therefore, it will not be in the interest of Jorda’ Lo call for an Arab summit 
meeting that will not have any guaranteed resulctr. nor even guaranteed broad lines 
to these results at the time when the European ummit already has set che follow- 
ing definitive goals: 


A. The right of the Palestinian people for self-determination within the context 
of a complete settlement. 


B, Withdrawal of Israel from the 1967 occupied Arab lands. 


C. The right of the Palestinian people to set up "their own political structure" 
in their own land, 


D. The right of all countries of the region for recognized and secure borders, 


These same sources go on to add that King Husayn will try to visit Moscow before 
the announcement of the European undertaking hoping » put some pressure on the 
Soviets for a subdued attitude towards an initiative that excludes Moscow and 
encourage the tendency of the United States towards the Arabs. 


The Syrian-Iraqi Moscow 


Third, tne L[raqi-Iranian War--King Husayn has gone far in supporting Iraq, a way 
that made Yassir Arafat move closer to Iraq in order not to alienate King Husayn 
in Baghdad, this in addition to the presence of Iranian-Palestinian differences. 
King Husayn has taken a betting position which, should Iraq emerge victorious from 
the war, it will be powerful to force an allied Arab/Gulf/Eastern position. This 
will aid King Husayn on one hand, and on the other hand will aid the international 
situation. One Arab cfficial has likened the king's position toward the Iraq-Iran 
war with the position he took towards Syria's role in Lebanon. It was the king 
who initiated contacts between Arab and international parties to convince all, 
including the "Lebanese Front" that to solve the war, as well as to control the 
Lebanese/Palestinian extremism, Syria's army must enter Lebanon. He even went to 
Moscow in April of 1976 and convinced the Soviet Union of his belief. But when it 
was apparent that the Syrian army tried to stop the war and did not "cash in" on 
the Palestinian resolution, then diplomatic relations between Damascus and Amman 
began to deteriorate and were about to be cut off after they had arrived at a 
point close to mergence. Therefore, King Husayn would rather wait until the lraq- 
Iran war ends to see what could a “victorious Iran" do for the Palestinian situa- 
tion in a special way, and for a compromise in the region, generally. 


Except that a Palestinian leader claims even when the Iraqi-Palestinian relations 
were at their worst, Iraq refused to put any hands upon the Palestinian legality 
as represented by the Liberation Organization despite several offers from several 
Palestinian parties to take up this role. The Palestinian leader adds that Iraq 
supports any and all forms of the resolution of the liberation organization. 

















A Palestinian Protest 


Fourth, Palestinian-Jordanian Relations--The traditional Palestinian pride has 
flourished as of late. Its latest signs were the wording of the resolution by the 
Jordanian Foreign Minister, Mr Marwan .l-Kasim, as adopted by the seven-member 
committee of Arab foreign ministers .vich met two weeks before in Amman, Minister 
al-Kasim drew a line between the provision to support the organization and the 
provision to support the determination of the people of the occupied land. The 
liberation organization gave a formal protest to Jordan on the text and requested 
its revision. 


Also, the Palestinian leadership denied that there has been a joint project between 
Jordan and the liberation organization at the Arab summit in support of the 

people of the occupied land. Does this mean that King Husayn accept the naming 

of Jordan as an alternate choice to the liberation organization? 


From a point of principle, it does not seem that callin; for an Arab summit at 
the designated time is in anyone's interest. However, this does not mean that 

rdan would shut the door before the American proposal, although King Husayn knows 
well that such a mention by the new American President is insufficient and without 
context. ‘ing Husayn refused to proceed in this route for three reasons. First, 
the liberation organization has grown in size on the international and Arab 
scenes to surpass any interest in ignoring it. Even if this attempt comes from 
the new American president. Second, King Husayn is considered to be the foremost 
on both international and Arab levels to understand the innermost intentions of 
Israeli politics, and that Israel should present to him a proposal, clear and 
definitive, and does not infringe on Jordan. Or else, the acceptance of such 
American proposals would devalue from Jordan's status in the Arab world without 
con. ributing to any compromise. This would also mean awaiting for the Labor Party, 
headec by Shimen Peres, to replace Menachem Begin. Peres maintains that solution 
comes through Jordan. Thus, there may be long negotiations with results that 
may appease some Palestinians with representational status. Their exclusion led 
to the failure of Camp David accords. 


From here on, we can say that it is still early for Jordan to accept such pro- 
posals., It is suff*cient that there is always a Jordanian green light to conduct 
negotiations with all parties involved especially the United States. Israel's 
elections are planned for next November, or in May 1981, at the earliest. Until 
then, King Husayn will maintain his stance as explained before the new American 
President and as supported by the Western European position. By this, he would be 
exposing his position with Syria, which last month signed a friendship and coopera- 
tion treaty with the Soviet Union, to new strains. What is the Palestinian 
position toward naming Jordan as the American choice for a compromise settlement? 
Is such a partnership probable or improbable. 


It cannot be argued that the liberation organization is the true and rightful 
factor to set up a Palestinian state on part of the Palestinian soil. But Jordan 
has become an essential element towards a Palestinian settlement and the right for 


self-determination of the people in the area. 


~ 














Therefore, a member of FATAH central committee, Khalid al-Hassan and oth r 
moderate Palestinian leaders beli.ve that the existence of di&Stinctive relations 
becween Jordan and the Palestinian structure is very essent.al, and cannot be 
separated, At this stage, work should be done on improving the cor.-itions of 

the Palestinian politicai structure and relations with Jordan in order to achieve 
more of a Palestinian independent status. 


This is on the political level. In reality, partnership seems improbable--each 
partner believes that sooner cr later one is going to "devour" the other. Except 
that Yassir Arafat does not leave one political card uninvolved, and what if this 
card is...Jordan? 


9770 
CSO: 4802 

















INTER=ARAB AFFALKS 


TUNISIAN, LIBYAN ECONOMIC OFFICIAL: HOLD TRADE TALKS 
LD261626 Tunie TAP in English 1405 GMT 28 Feb 41 
\"Pool” Leem] 


[Text] Tunis, 28 Feb (TAP)==-The different aspects of the commercial cooperation 
between Tunisia and Libya and questions of mutual interests were examined during 
4 meeting held on Friday in Tunie between the Tunisian Economy Minister, Mr Abdel- 
aziz Lasram and Mr Abu Zayd ‘Umar Durdah, secretary of the general popular 
committee of economy of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. 


"We agreed,” declared Mr Durdah at the end of the meeting, “to develop the volume 
of trade between the two countries.” 


"This question,” he added, "will be thoroughly discussed during the visit of 
Mr Abdelaziz Lasram to Libya, on the occasion of the next international fair in 
Tripoli.” 


CSO: 4420 











INTER=ARAB APPAIRS 


PATAH CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS ON GULF SECURITY 
GFO51902 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 5 Mar 81 p 17 


[Interview with Salah Khalaf, Fatah Central Committee Member, by Walid Zahr al-Din-- 
date and place not given!) 


[Excerpts] Question: You undoubtedly support the promotion of Arab military 
capabilities, What is the explanation for your objection to Saudi Arabia using 
AWACS as long as this increases ite military strength and capability’ 


Anewer: 1 do not object to the AWACS when they are Saudi military aircraft. 

However, when thie is not the case, one fears that the Gulf region will become an 
arsenal that might explode, because other parties may accept Soviet arms. in this 
case, the Gulf region will become an arsenal. From thie angle, we do not object 

to any Arab country receiving arme from any source. As far as the AWACS are concerned, 
no PLO statement has been issued. 


Question: Brother Abu lyad, what is the real danger threatening the Gulf region’ 


Answer: I support the statements that have been made by the PDRY's ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad and Soviet President Brezhnev. There should be a conference to remove 
Soviet and U.S. bases. This will be good for the region's security. It is safer 
for the region to be neutral and a source of wealth and industry. Why should I 
fear this state as long as the issue of foreign invasion is not in question’ 

Now, no one can invade. Except for the two superpowers, no one can invade. The 
*DRY cannot invade Saudi Arabia, and Saudi Arabia cannot invade the YAR. The UAE 
cannot invade Qatar. The age of invasion is gone. Consequently, it is safer for 
every region to be free from foreign military fleets regardless of their origin 
or policy. 


Question: Concerning Soviet President Brezhnev's proposal to hold an international 
conference on the Middle East, will the resistance hold contacts with the Soviet 
Union to unify bilateral stands in this framework? 


Answer: After the failure of the United States to implement the Camp David accords, 
it is time to reconsider what has been done through these agreements. They have 
demonstrated that they will not lead to peace in the Middle East. 


Another fact has become clear: excluding the Soviet Union will not lead to peace. 
What is more important is that keeping the PLO away from any move to establish 
peace in the Middle East means that the move is doomed in advance. Until now, they 
have not found any Palestinian who approves of the autonomy rule. It is shameful 
that Anwar al-Sadat, who is campaigning for Camp David, has not been able to get 


this trivial autonomy rule or any concession from Israel. 


CSO: 4802 

















INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB FUND FUNCTION, PROGRAMS DISCUSSED 
Parise AL-NAHAR AlL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 17-23 Nov 80 pp 4-36 


interview with Muhammed al=-Imadi: "We Work While Disregarding Arab Disputes"; 
date not given) 


[Text] Im the ensuing interview, the Chairman of the Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development, Dr Muhammed al-Imadi, apoke to ue about the conference, ite 
goals and parameters. 





Question: What is the principal of the Arab Fund, its makeup and purposes? 


Answer: The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development ise a regional Arab 
organization whose purpose is to contribute toward financing economic and social 
devciopment in the Arab homeland, as well as fill up the fund with financial 
returns and offer technical assistan-e for economic and social causes. 


This Arab organization which is called the "Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development has a capital of 400 million Kuwaiti dinars. Since 1972, it began 
to grant loans and technical assistance to \eedy Arab countries. So far, it has 
offered 226 million dinars, in the approximate, under simple term loans and at 
interest rates ranging from 4 percent to 6 percent over 10, 15 and 20 years 
period. There are also maturity periods which vary from 3 years to 4 or 5 years. 


The countries which benefit from these loans are those countries where the mean 
income for an individual is less than the average mean income for an individual 
in other parts of the Arab world. The technical assistance which the Fund pro- 
vides for is aimed toward completing developmental projects in their social and 
economic aspects. We also try to locate and evaluate natural resources in some 
Arab countries or give aid toward planning such projects as well as help out with 
the planning and supplying mechanisms in these countries. 


The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development also contributes toward projects 
that are related to the Arab structure as a whole. To accomplish this, several 
studies are being made in a joint program funded in pari by the United Nations 
Development Fund. This joint program concentrates on prepsring preliminary 
studies to delineate joint Arab projects for future funding. The Fund, along with 
o her Arab parties, prepare final studies whose implementat!on help to simplify 
the operations and, subsequently, their funding. 








In this aspect, the Arab Fund is 4 national and 4 regional entity which exists 
harmoniously with the role preseribed co it in fulfilling developmental projects 
in the Arab homeland. Lately, the Fund has been aiming toward implementing 
overall projects thac deal with structural basics, For inetance, the Fund is 
cooperating with local and international organisations on preliminary and 
definitive research siudie®s concerning communication channels to connect different 
parte of the Arab world with each other ae well as study other communication and 
telecommunication facilities, Of course, the Fund is currently providing for 
communication and telecomrunication projects such as connecting Syria with Jordan 
and lraq; connecting the somalia with Di ibeuti, the Sudan and Northern Yemen; and 
Southern Yemen with Saudi Arabia, Other studies that are underway concern 
electrical networks within different parts of the Arab world, and we have already 
begun making contacts to finance several segments of this network, We try to con- 
centrate on projects that, ‘n the long run, will have impact over the national 
economy, as a whole, in the Arab world and which basically will concern principal 
structural projects, 


lve projects we support are not only economic, but are also of a social nature 
such a6 water supplies and agricultural and social development in rural areas. 

We aave contributed toward financing projects concerning young people such as the 
television program called "Iftah ya semseem. (This project is designed for the 
Arad child to view semblances in scenery, accomplishments, terminology and 
idiomatic language in all parts of the Arab world.) Producing educational films 
on the Arab level is another project we intend to do. Schools, universities and 
Arab educational institutions are in great demand of new educational elements 
which originate from the Arab expanse. Together with ALLCSO, the Arab Educational, 
Cultural and Scientific organization of the UNESCO, we are working on necessary 
studies to produce these educational films. We mention especially the Palustinian 
Open University besides other training, teaching and research studies. 





The concept of the Palestinian Open University stems from recognizing the needs 
of Palestinian Arab people for support and reaffirmation. The numbers of 
Palestinian young men with no opportunities whatsoever available to them to enroll 
in universities are great. The reasons for that are many. The Open Arab Univer- 
sity is an educational institution offering training skills, experience and 
scientific studies to those Palestinians who are scattered throughout the world, 
especially those in the occupied Arab land. This open university, however, will 
be open for enrollment for all other Arab young men. 


It has proven impossible for our universities to accommodate the enormous numbers 
of students; therefore, firding a new educational system other than the traditional 
system has become necessary. Several countries, for instanc®, the United States 
and Britain, have preceded us in this regard. The Arab Fund takes pride in par- 
ticipating with the UNESCO and with the National Palestinian Fund in preparing 
studies with purposes toward finalizing this project. Besidvs, we are cooperating 
with the Palestinian National Fund to find solutions to heip the Palestinians to 
stand firmly in their homeland. These research works are designed basically to 
train and upgrade the potentials of the Palestinians and funnel the necessary 
funds to keep them in their homeland. 











This was just 4 urief look at some of the work we are doing at the Arab ‘und, 

I would not fail to mention that we shall cooperate with other Arab orgenigations 
to prepare more studies in the interest of the Arab world, We cooperate with the 
Kuwaiti Fund for Economic Development and with the Arab Foundation to Secure 
Investments. A study on investments in the Arab world will enable us to obtain a 
clear picture of the diffusion of Arab investments in the Arab world and in other 
countries, tlt could bring about some topics which, if dealt with, could increase 
the flow of Arab funds inte many needy areas, 





Another study we are preparing with the Arab Currency Fund and the Office of 
Economic Affairs of the Arab League concerns the Arab economic situation and its 
development in the 1980's, There ia also the energy conference on oi] and 
electricity to be held in Abu Dhabi in 1982 which we are preparing in conjunction 
with OPEC and the Office of Economic Affairs of the Arab League along with other 
Arab and Islamic funds, With these latter two funds, we are working toward im- 
proving the economic situation in Southern Sudan, 








Question: Who are those contributore toward the Fund’ 





Anewer: Moet of the Arab countries with no exception, Except that the size of 
the contribution varies from one country to the other in accordance with the 
capabilities of the contributing country. For instance, Kuwait, the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, the United Arab Emirates, iraq, and Egypt before freezing 
its contribution, offer more aid and developmental loans than other countries. 


The Political Differences 


Question: Do political differences that exist in the Arab world constitute a 
hindrance to the above-mentioned projects? 


Answer: I cannot ignore that a good political climate would have an effect on 
facilitating the task of different Arab economic organizations. But I want to 
affirm that, despite the frequent occurrence of some problems in Arab political 
relationships (I am sure after my iong working experience on joint Arab economics) 
these problems are temporary. The Arab organizations must then work while dis- 
regarding the presence of these unsuitable climates. We have to concentrate on 
the continuation of economic work and on keeping its neutrality. 


Question: What are the major new projects which the Tunisian Arab Fund finances? 


Answer: The Tunisian Arab Fund contributes toward many projects: in Southern 
Tunisia, there is the electrical energy project; the Bourda gas project; a rural 
development project; and diverting the waters of Qabis river. After few days, we 
shall sign a project to irrigate 17,000 hectares in the "Gharet el-dema'" agri- 
cultural region. Next year we shall contribute toward financing the port of 
Benzert project as 4 park and hunting grounds. We will also finance other projects 


through the Arab Fund for the credit of other organizations such as overall rural 
and agricultural projects for the Agricultural Development Fund. Certainly, these 
are our principal capabilities, and, if God wills, the next summit meeting will 


adopt a resolution to increase the capital. With this, it shall be certain our 
contribution shall be greater toward new Tunisian projects and other projects in 
the Arab world. 





Question: What is the expected increase’ 


Answer: The former president of the Saudi Fund, Dr Mahsoun Jallal, hae sug- 
gested at the meeting of the Council of Arab Investments, to tie the matter of 

the increase in with the sige of national income in the Arab world and with the 
size of the investments placed in those countries that need loane and Arab aid, 

In the study which we have submitted to the conservative fund, we gave several 
alternative solutions, One of these is to double the principal of the fund, 
Another is to increase the principal by 600 million Kuwaiti dinars, The third 
solution is to increase it by 800 million Kuwaiti dinars, which means doubling 
the principal twice, If the solution to increase the capital to become 1,200 
million dinare is taken, then it is certain thie increase will give use a wider 
area for our contributions, We hope the Arab Fund will have an opportunity to 
incresse its resources gradually, and establish in it special accounts, The nine- 
member committee, meeting in Tunisia with several economic and finance Arab 
ministers, has taken a resolution to increa » the principal of the Fund, It 

also has taken a resolution to open a new special account to finance joint Arab 
projects in less developed countries. Some of these projects deal wits supporting 
the population belt around the occupied land, as well as supporting the deter- 
mination of the Palestinian Arab people. 


This decision has been taken and the matter of delineating the amount of the 
increase has been deferred to the next summit meeting. 


xn ae 


Nasser el-Nueiss: Our Contribution is 10 Percent 
The West Contributes .03 Percent 


What about the Abu Dhabi Economic Development Fund. General Manager, Mr Nasser 
el-Nueiss, gives answers to questions in the following discourse: 


Question: Whet is the principal of the Abu Dhabi Economic Development Fund? And 
what is the goal of this Fund? 


Answer: The principal of the Abu Dhabi Economic Development Fund is 2 million 
dirhams. Its purpose is to give aid to Arab, Asiatic and African nations by 
means of issuing simple term loans with interest rates ranging between 3 percent 
and 4 percent and the principal and interest to be due and payable after 15 or 
20 years. The Fund also contributes toward many other projects. 


For instance, we have here in Tunisia two projects: the first one is the Northern 
Souse project for tourism. Its purpose is to purchase big real property on the 
Mediterranean Sea and to develop the area touristically. The first stage of this 
project, which constituted building a first class hotel and apartments, is nearing 
completion. We have contributed 30 percent toward the total cost of the project, 
and we have granted it a long-term loan. The other big project is in the industrial 
sector and it constitutes of phosphatic and azonal fertilizers. Our contribution 
to the project was 40 percent of the total cost; we also have granted it a long- 
term loan. 
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Tunisia and Jordan 
Question: Which of the Arab countries encourage investments’ 


Answer: Every Arab country has its own problems especially in the fields of 
investments and loans, 


I think that Jordan and Tunisia have shown the most understanding of all the Arab 
countries in thie regard, Then there are other nations which have shown under= 
standing from the point of economic infrastructure and production projects, 


Secondly, these nations have clear-cut lawe in this regard in addition to 
possessing some leniency, understanding and abilities to negotiate. 


Question: The Tunisian Minieter of Finance have enumerated some of these diffi- 
culties among which are currency, taxes and bureaucrecy. 


Anewer: We do always request tax exemption for a period of 10 years. Some coun- 
tries refuse to allow a tax exemption for more than 5 year. 


There also exist administrative and routine-type difficulties, but we shall arrive 
at a compromise through patience and negotiations, We have to come to a solution 
that ie agreeable to both parties. 


Question: Are there any new projects planned for Tunisia to be financed by the 
Fund’ 


Answer: We are always in contact and on good terms with Tunisia. Our cooperation 
remains constant with Tunisia and with other Arab and developing nations. 


Question: What about the projects that were originally planned for Egypt? 


Answer: We do not contribute to any new projects planned for Egypt. The old 
projects are almost complete. All of our obligations toward Egypt and others have 
been fulfilled. But after the summit meeting, all obligations to Egypt have been 
discontinued. 


Question: How do you equate politics and the current situation in the Arab world 
with the state of the economy? Don't you think that Arab dispute constitute an 
obstacle to Arab fundings? 


Anewer: No, not at all. These funds are to give aid and we do not pay heed to 
what foreign newspaper refer to as one country being stable and the other not. 
Countries become stabilized when their economy flourishes and the individ. .| | 
income increases. We should not wait unti! one country or the other become 
Stabilized. We are supposed to help countries in obtaining long-term projects. 


Question: Does the Iraq-Iran war have any effect on the financial aid? 

















Anewer: This ia possible for Iraq to rebuild itself, it needa financial invest- 
ments, We have, on our part, given assistonce to developing countries, 


We Pay More Than the Weat 
Question: Western countries complain that the OPEC countries’ aid is insufficient’ 


Anewer: Every year, representatives of Arab funde meet in Parise with the DECD 
Organization to exchange information and views and to offer assistance in financing 
projects, 


In reply to the charge that the oil producing countries do not give sufficient 
aid, we state that the United Nations have put a set rate of one country's income 
to be given toward aid to developing countries. This rate is .07 percent which is 
less than 1 percent. Most of the industrial countries do not contribute more than 
.03 percent which is less than 1/2 of 1 percent. When we compare this with con- 
tributions of Arab producing oil countries’ aid, such as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 

The Emirates and Qatar, we find that these countries contribute more than 10 per- 
cent of their income. 


We do not have sufficient infrastructure, nor the manpower nor do we have other 
resources to bear these burdens. When we give aid to poor countries, we are only 
doing so through a humanitarian gesture. We had been in this same position 10 
years ago. 


We feel we have an obligation to assist our brethren in the developing countries. 
At the same time, we are all moslems, and this assistance is similar to tithing. 
The muslim believer has to pay at least 2.5 percent of his income. We have 
exceeded this mark. 
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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


SOLUTIONS TO ARAB INVESTMENT PROBLEMS ESTABLISHED 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 17-23 Nov 80 pp 34-36 


[Article: "Council of Arab Investments: The Road is Passable") 


[Text] Few meetings have ever encountered the success that the meeting of the 
Arab investment council has received while convening on 27 October in Tunis. 
Perhaps the meeting was successful because the Arab delegates kept to the topic 
of Arab investment in the Arab world, or more importantly, it was due to the 
openness of the dialogues. 


All private and public international institutions were at the conference, as 
well as representatives of Arab development funds except for the Iraqi delega- 
tion which was absent due to the waging war. Most problems were discussed; laws 
that constitute a barrier to the flow of Arab currency into the Arab world; 
bureaucracy which, according to old time practices, do not take into considera- 
tion the size of existing funds and the variety of investment tacilities. Strict 
controls had been placed over currencies because they were over-shadowed by the 
political restraints placed over the economy as well as tax laws that do not draw 
a line between an Arab and a foreign investor. 


The purpose of the conference was not to introduce problems of general nature 
because it concerned the topic of Arab investments in Tunisia, but the speciali- 
zation of the topic did not prevent discussing the subject of investments as a 
whole. The success of the delegates’ finding solutions to investment problems in 
Tunisia will have subsequent effects on Arab investments in other Arab countries 
no matter what their political and economic systems are, according to te majority 
opinion of the delegates. 


On the Tunisian level, the Tunisian Finance Minister, Al-Mu'la, informed Al-Nahar 
al-Arabi wa-Duwali that an agreement has been reached whereby Arab Funds will 
contribute 50 percent of the total foreign leans to Tuwmisia for the upcoming Fifth 
Development Plan. Also, direct Arab investments will finance between 40 percent and 
50 percent of total foreign direct investments. The long-term Arab investments will 
amount to $500 million. 


Soon after the meetings were over, signing ceremonies for the advance loans took 
place. It was not anticipated that a political conference would be held to 
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approve on the foregoing. This was clear-cut sign that the Arab investment con- 
ference in Tunisia was a success, Tunisia and Kuwait itasued an act to eatablish 
the Kuwait-Tunisia Bank For Development with 100 million dinars in capital, This 
will constitute a bridge between Kuwaiti funda and Tunisia economy. Immediately 
thereafter, the Tunisian government signed an agreement with the Kuwaiti Invest- 
ment Company to finance five touristic projects at a total cost of 45 million 
dinars. The Kuwaiticompany will finance 20 million dinare of the total cost, 

A project study has also been designated to build an oil refinery, and it will 
help develop the Tunisian oil sector which the government accords a great deal of 
interest through a plan to develop its oil resources, 


In crowning such a success, the manager of the Kuwaiti Investment Company Ahmad 
a-Du'aj, has said in a statement to AL-NAHAR AL-ARABI WA DUWALI that "the idea 
of the meeting was to exchange views, but it unexpectedly arrived at topical 
results, and now it is apparent that all investments in Tunisia will have a great 
future, and I hope that such meetings will become annual and permanent events." 


Such meetings could almost be confined within governmental framework that would 
not deviate from political guarantees in favor of Arab cooperation; also, such 
meetings would not stimulate Arab principal to surpass political difficulties 

in favor of the economy which has led to the investment of Arab funds in Arab 
countries through Europe. It has also given Europe the most beautiful ideas to 
introduce an Arab-American dialogue in order to invest the excess of oil revenues. 


Following are two interviews: one with Dr Muhammed al--Imadi, president of the 
Arab Fund For Economic and Social Development; and the other with Mr Nassar 
al-Nueiss, general manager of the Abu-Dhabi Economic Development F ind. 
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' LSLAMIC AFFALRS 


NEW REQUIREMENT FOR HAJJ OUTLINED 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 23 Feb 81 p 24 


i iil ! 


[Text ] 


35; fu iis ats at te 
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According to Alhaji Umaru, no 
rea@@n had been given, so far, by 


the Saudi Arabian authorities for 
this additional requrement 


It wili be recalled that about 


4820 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET 'INVASION' OUTCOME REPORTED--Two million civilians dead, 5 million homeless 
and 2 million refugees--that is the toll to date of the Soviet invasion of Afghani- 
stan, according to Sibghatullah Mujaddedi, leader of the Afghan National Liberation 
Front. He was speaking at a Rome press conference. Mujaddedi also asserted that 
the Soviets constantly make use of torture and made an appeal to peace-loving 
peoples to put an end to the invasion of his country. [Text] [LD071737 Rome 
Domestic Service in Italian 1600 GMT 7 Mar 81] 


CSO: 4404 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW AMBASSADOR FROM QATAR=--Algiers, 17 Feb (APS)--The government of the Popular 
and Democratic Republic of Algeria gave its agreement for the nomination of 

Mr ‘Abdallah Yusuf al-Jayda as Qatar's new ambassador to Algeria. [Text]! [LD180650 
Algiers APS in English 1326 GMT 17 Feb 81 LD) 


ALGERIA=PDRY CULTURE PROTOCOL--Algiers, 22 Feb (APS)--Algeria and Yemen signed 
yesterday a protocol agreement in fields of culture at the Ministry of Information 
[Algiers). The document was signed on the Algerian side by Mr Boualem Bessaih, 
minister of information and culture and on the Yemeni side by Mr Rashid Muhammad 
Thabit, minister of tourism and culture of the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen. [Excerpt] [LD242250 Algiers APS in English 22 Feb 81 LD] 


CSO: 4420 
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IRAN 


REINSTATEMENT OF MONARCHY DISCUSSED, ADVOCATED 
Paris IRAN LIBRE in French 23 Feb 81 pp 1, 2 


[Text] When Iranians defend the principle of constitutional monarchy and regard that 
system as the only one that is valid in Iran, there are many (Westerners in particu- 
lar) who think they are dealing with halfwits, nostalgic for a certain past. Often, 
when we speak of monarchy and revolution, the general tendency is to compare our sit- 
uation with the French monarchy and the French Revolution. 


Actually, the role of the monarchy in Iran is not comparable to any other system in 
the world. For over 2,500 years the monarchy has remained the only form of govern- 
ment known to the Iranians. 


Even today, and as so many other times in the past, because of Iran's geographic, 
historic and cultural realities, and because of the turn events have taken, the mon- 
archy is still the only means of saving the territorial, cultural and national in- 
tegrity. 


Geographically, it must not be forgotten that Iran has 2,500 km of borders in common 
with the USSR. This is why the Soviet threat is quite serious there and the problem 
of communism takes on a significance there that is fundamentally different from the 
problem of communism in Europe and elsewhere. 


Plateaus, high mountains and extremely varied climatic conditions divide Iran into 
sectors that are very different in their socio-economic characteristics. In the same 
way, these so-diverse regions are populated by different tribes and ethnic groups 
whose historic amalgam formed the Iranian people. These ethnic groups--Kurds, 

Turks, Baluchis, Turkomans, Arabists in Khuzistan, Qashqais and so many others--have 
often fought throughout the course of history over questions of territory, water and 
subsistence. Every time the central government has found itself weakened in Iran, 
the same phenomenon has recurred: ferocious battles pitted provinces and tribes 
against each other, in competition for the local government. But every time a power- 
ful central government reappeared, those same adversaries naturally regrouped around 
the crown, thus perpetuating the age-old tradition of the Iranian empire. 


Republics did not appear until quite recently. They were never anything but local 

experiments, of short duration, invariably linked to Soviet intervention. Between 
1919 and 1921 two ephemeral "Soviet republics" appeared simultaneously in Gilan and 
Azerbaijan. Later, in 1945, two autonomous republics re-appeared in Kurdistan (a 

a people's republic) and in Azerbaijan (a democratic republic), always with the ac- 
tive participation of Moscow's emissaries, who regularly attempted to dismember 
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lran; the fact no longer needs proof, The present Islamic Republic is also being 
penetrated by elements who are in the pay of Moscow and who are ommipresent, despite 
their discretion, 


As for the influence of the monarchical principle on the lranian culture, it is so 
important that it could not be annihilated all that soon, As far back as the history 
of our country goes, all the works of art, the greatest literary works and the most 
grandiose architectural works have been produced under the patronage of the shahs., 
The courts were tie centers of culture as well as political centers, Thus, Iran's 
greatest literary masterpiece, FPerdowsi's oe called in France "Book of the Kings," 
is called Shah-Nameh, the prefix shah signifying king, the best, the greatest, the 
highest, the most important, By way of examples: masterpiece is shah-kar (kar = 
work); vein is shah-rag (rag = blood vessel); freeway is shah-rah (rah = road, way). 


Socially, lranians need to identify one person with the total and absolute power at 
the top of the governmental pyramid (which is not shameful in Iran). Thus, it may 

be seen that when the Islamic Republic threw out the monarchy, the Iranian people 
found the means to transform the individual Khomeiny into an absolute monarch, put at 
the top of his politico-religious pyramid, Moreover, the Iranian society has al- 
ways found the means to adapt foreign cultures, which imposed on it successive in- 
vaders, to its own cultural and social requirements. Thus, in the face of the Arab 
culture appeared the Iranian schism, which reserves for the sovereign a determining 
role that is simultaneously political and religious. 


In addition to its age-old roots, the monarchy in Iran draws its strength from the 
great revolution of 1906, which established in our country the constitutional regime, 
making the king and parliament partners in the government. 


The monarchy we are calling upon is a necessity that is imperative for all. it is 
the only legitimate, historic and cultural reality capable of allowing Iran to sur- 
vive. Outside of the monarchy there are only two prospects for our people. The 
conception of a republic designed on a Western model being absolutely fanciful and 
foreign to the Iranian spirit, what remains is Marxist dictatorship or dismember- 
ment. 


if the monarchy is not restored, Iran will become a people's republic disguised as 
an Islamic state, or it will explode into a multitude of entities attached to the 
suffix "-stan," that is to say a territory. 
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IRAN 


DR, AMINI'S APPEAL TO SAPEGUARD NATIONAL INTEGRITY 
Paris IRAN LIBRE in French 25 Feb 81 p 4 


[Text] On Thursday 5 February at a press conference at the Hotel Crillon in Paris, 
Ali Amini, the former prime minister, officially announced his intention of setting 
himself up as 4 “rallier" of the various groups in opposition to Iran's present re- 
gime, thus confirming the rumors that have been circulating on that subject for sev- 
eral months. 


Mr Amini's vague positions and evasive answers to the questions asked in the course 
of the press conference, as well as the published text of a telegram he sent to the 
authorities of the Islamic Republic, in the end disappointed the majority of the op- 


ponents. 


Ali Amini is without a doubt the one of the surviving old Iranian politicians whose 
name is the most intimately linked to Iran's contemporary history. Sevoral times min- 
ister, ambassador and prime minister under the late shah, his attitude of concilia- 
tion toward the present Khomeiny regime can only further strengthen the differences 
of opinion that could be seen in the judgments voiced concerning this statesman over 
the last 30 years. Some recognized in him a convinced nationalist, loyal to the mon- 
archy. Others were persuaded that he had constantly run up against the shah's sus- 
picion, which he detested. Still others said that Amini had been imposed on the shah 
as prime minister by the Americans, in exchange for several million dollars in finan- 
cial aid to Iran. The disciples of Mossadegh see in him a traitor to the "Master's" 
nationalistic thinking, and push the irony as far as to give him the nickname of "CIA 
Boy."' Finally, some go so far as to question his political integrity itself, recal- 
ling his rapprochement in 1978 with the subversive clergy. 


His telegram was the object of bitter reproaches on the part of the opponents. It 
was an “appeal for cooperation to safeguard the territory and the Iranian nation," 
addressed to 41 secular and religious dignitaries of the Islamic Republic. Now, 
these personages are all more or less directly responsible for the murder of several 
thousand Iranians, for the imprisonment of over 35,000 persons, for the economic 
stagnation and the socio-political chaos Iran is currently enduring. Mehdi Bazargan 
is merely one of the addressees better known in the West. 


Be that as it may, faced with the present situation, IRAN LIBRE considers that Amini 
» 48 still one of che few experienced politicians who can play a role in a political 
regrouping that will tend to give Iran a legal and nationalistic government. Of 
course, he may be an obstacle because of his little tricks. We are aware of this. 
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It also remains for him to rectify his blunders while there is still time, If he 
does not understand that, his hour will pass, as Shapour Baghtiar's hour passed, 
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ISRAEL 


STUDY RECOMMENDS INCREASED TRADE WITH EAST EUROPE 
Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 31 Dec 80 p 4 


[Article by: Haim Margot; "Study Presented to TAMAT Ministry Recommends St imula- 
tion of Ieraeli Export to East Europe") 


[Text) A special study, surveying meane of expanding trade between Israel and 
countries of the Eastern Bloc, has very recently presented after being commissioned 
by the TAMAT Ministry in Jerusalem. The main conclusions of the study are: The 
CEMA countries (the common economic market of the Eastern Bloc countries) const itute 
@ potentially large market for Israeli production and should therefore be the subject 
of interest on the part of the State of Ierael to stimulate our export to these 
countries particularly to those with which we have an interest in renewing diplo- 
matic ties. 


The study was conducted by Dr Henry Schechter and Dr Ren-lr Gurfal, both economic 
researchers employed by the Institute for Contemporary Social Studies in Jerusalen. 


Dr H Schefter with whom I met to discuss the study is an immigrant from Bulgaria 
where he served in senior economic capacities. 


For what purpose, essentially, was this study performed? 


Dr Shefter: In the first section of the study, there is a comprehensive economic 
survey of the CEMA countries (the USSR, Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania, Hungary and Bulgaria). In the second section there is a survey of the in- 
porte and exports of those countries, and in the third part conclusions and evalua- 
tions with respect to the possibility of export from Israel to the countries of the 
socialist bloc. Our purpose in this study was to give the TAMAT Ministry a kind 

of “guidebook” for correlating trade with these countries, 


Lower Quality Products 
What were the principal findings in the first section of the study? 


Our findings confirmed what is known to anyone interested in world economics and 
particularly in the economics of the CEMA countries, that is to say, there is a 
drop in most of these countries in the rate of economic growth. The reason for this 
is also known--inefficiency caused by overcentralization of supervision and direc- 
tion by the upper echelons. The export from these countries meets difficulties 
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because their products are of a lower quality, and are not purchased outside of 
their borders except for the countries of the Third World who are receiving military 
aid and even those aided countries severely criticise the quality of the products, 
An exception in the Bloc from the standpoint of quality is Bast Germany which mar- 
kets its main products to Weat German, 


Ile the leadership in these countries aware of the situation you have described? 


There is a very deep awareness but it has no practical effect, As far back as 

the end of the fifties, Khruechev tried to introduce reforms in the USSR. After 
him, Kosygin made an attempt. The general aim was--decentraligzation of authority 
and transfer of the decision-making from ministries to the enterprises themselves, 
Except that it didn't happen. The industries in every branch organized into a trust 
which defended special interests. An additi ial technocracy arose which began to 
complete with the already existing one. The workers did not benefit from the change, 
the enterprises did not become more efficient and production did not improve. Over 
the course of years, a compromise was struck between the two forces, and the situa- 
tion reverted to what it had been previously. 


The Polish Example 
How serious is the situation in the various countries? 


If we detail the situation in the various countries, then the most severe situation 
is in Poland. The Polish example speaks for itself right now: strikes, and re- 
organization of the entire regime because it was no longer possible to carry on with 
the existing procedure. 


In the USSR the situation is similar, except that the regime is stronger and any 
counter-organization is immediately crushed. The USSR has a relative advantage in 
the Communist bloc by being the supplier of raw materials such as coal and oil, 
wood and various metals. 


East Germany today is an efficient industrial state, despite the almost total 
centralization of its economy. It enjoys, also, a special advantage not available 
to the other countries in the “bloc” and that is the intensive commerce with West 
Germany, which is interested in preserving the protectionist relations with it. 


Czechslovakia attempted far-reaching reforms during the "spring of Dubcek" but all 
of those were curbed by the incursion. Here also they have begun recently to dis- 
cuss reforms at least in public, but the situation overall is bad. 


Rumania is still at the peak of an industrial process, so that it is possible to 
point there to economic growth. But even in Rumania centralization is dominant 
and its standard of living is the lowest of all of the CEMA nations. 


Hungary has possibilities for economic growth, but its growth is curbed from above 
so that its “sisters” do not look at it with an evil eye. Of all the East bloc 
countries, the standard of living in Hungary is the closest to the lowest of the 
western countries. 














During the last decade, Bulgaria developed a variegated metallurgical industry, but 
here too the centralization process operates, swallowing all of the good part, In 
the Bulgarian Communist Party Congress, to take place in January 1981, they will 
certainly deal with economic reforms which, on paper, will be approved. 


And what of the future? 


There is no possibility for changing the situation by the rules which are now in 
effect. The countries of the bloc have been thrust into a situation in which the 
industrial weet is interested in purchasing from them raw materiale and unfinished 
products. Thereby, they have become "developing" nations similar to Angola, Mozam- 
bique or Malawi. From time to time some western country attempts to do a "favor" 
for one of the East European countries and purchases machines, After a short period 
the machines are transferred to the junk heap. 


And what do the East European countries acquire from the West? 


Advanced technology, modern machinery and, of course, the product known to every- 
body--wheat . 


In light of the dismal status of their economies, why would they need mechanization 
and technology at all’ 


The explanation is not economic, but political--when there is an over centralization 
of decisions on the political level there are always the "wise guys" who understand 
nothing but love the "progress" and so waste funds on acquisitions for which there 
is no need. A visitor to the countries in the bloc can see in the port shacks or 
warehouses modern and perfect equipment that has rusted through disuse. chat's 

part of the game. 


Dealing With Bureaucrats 
How can Israel get into this game? 


Planning possible marketing systems between the CFMA countries and Israel. The 
economic system in an East European country must taken into account, it being 
based on the monopoly held by the central authorities relative to the entire econo- 
mic life. The planners and the implementers are the bureaucratic level. In this 
kind of economic system the planning of trade relations is a part of the overall 
planning. The quantities of import and export are not measured by market prices. 
The decision makers do not base their deliberations on the value of the acquisition 
but rather on the glorification of the economic planning and its political implica- 
tions. 


Thus, if an Israeli businessman wishes to deal with East European countries, he 
must acquire the ways of economic calculation and administrative structure which is 
in effect there. Of course the differences between countries and each one's special 
needs must not be lost sight of. 


What can Israel sell in the CEMA countries? 


Israel can offer CEMA modern machinery, sophisticated irrigation systems, improved 
agricultural machines, electronic products, fertilizers and pesticides, and more. 
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All of these are potential soughteafter in Bast Burope, and that in addition to 
products we already are marketing in the East bloc countries such as citrus fruite, 
juices and concentrates, various chemicals and pharmaceuticals, 


The variety of our products can attract the east bloc because of the relatively low 
cost as compared with the high prices which these countries must pay to the western 
countries. But if there is a desire to penetrate the East European markets, 
shouldn't an appropriate base be prepared? 


A special study of th bloc countries should be conducted in order to guide our 
exporter through the bureaucratic mazes there; the special commercial methods should 
be examined, problems of credits and payments over the short term, and more. 


No Middlemen In Future 


In the past, and certainly in the present as well, the countries of the bloc pre- 
ferred long-term connections with western companies, but because of the lack of 
diplomatic contacts between us and the East European countries, long-term connect ions 
are inappropriate for us at this time, although the idea should not be dismissed. 


The Government of Israel should also accept a role in encouraging Israeli export to 
the lands of East Europe inasmuch as we are interested in renewing contacts with 
these countries. 


What can Israel buy from the bloc countries? 


Dr H Shefter: Firet and foremost, raw materials, and principally fuel. It must be 
emphasized that the East Bloc countries prefer a barter system, because of the 
shortage of hard currency. This fact dictates the establishment of large and broadly 
inclusive chambers of commerce. This does not mean that companies producing irriga- 
tion equipment will accept in exchange for their products large quantities of wood 
which they will have to sell to other companies, but the chambers of commerce deal- 
ing both with irrigation companies and management can solve this problem. With the 
proper organization it is possible to break into the market of the CEMA countries 
even today. Of course, if diplomatic relations are established, it will be easier 
because it will be possible to deal directly with the East European countries with- 
out having to utilize the services of middlemen. 


Haim Margalit 
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ISRAEL 


RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA VIEWED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 2 Jan 81 p 2 
[Article by Dr H Rosenblum: "On Naivete, Polly and Hypocrisy") 


[Text] There are many who are perplexed among the people of Israel when the refer- 
ence is to our relations with South Africa. The matter is unpleasant for them. They 
see in South Africa the embodiment of all evil in the world and it angers them to 
see our country connected with that evil. The matter again came back into the open 
about a month ago when the South African minister came here for a visit: had our 
brother Israelites only been able to thrust a knife into his back ... And yet all 

of this craving to run away from any contact with Pretoria is rooted in naivete, 
folly and hypocrisy at one and the same time. 


B. [as published) 


For it is naivete to assume that the other countries of the globe are better than 
South Africa. 


And it is naivete to assume that the enemies of South Africa who have unfurled the 
battle flag over her have done that for the sake of an “ideal.” 


It is naivete to assume that what the enemies of South Africa say is also what they 
think about her. 


Furthermore: the folly in the matter. It is folly to believe that in order to 
oppress a "simple majority" a political or ideological majority such as the regime 
in Russia does as a matter of course, is a smaller sin than to oppress a racial or 
ethnic majority, as is being done now by the ruling minority in South Africa. 


It is folly to assume that the condition of the oppressed majority in South Africa 
is worse than the condition of the oppressed majority in the Communist bloc countries 
and the “neutralist" dictatorships. 


It is also folly to believe that it is better to cut connections with the oppressors 
of the majority in South Africa and to become friendly with every oppressor of the 
majority in the other countries of the world. 


Moreover: the hypocrisy. And so, it is hypocrisy to extract benefits from South 
Africa and to do business with it surreptitiously while attacking it in public 
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vitriolically. And it is hypocrisy to argue that the "progressive" nations, were 
they in a position to rule over South Africa, would grant ite black wajority more 
freedom than is granted by the current Pretoria administration (we saw the freedom 
that was brought to the people of Angola by the Communists who dominated it and 
what "Liberation" was afforded Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia by the armies of 
the Eastern bloc which conquered them). 


And it is hypocrisy to profess non-intervention in the internal affaires of all 
countries and to make an exception of the internal affairs of South Africa and make 
them fair game for anyone, 


C. 


But let us not put on the face of a naive one, and let us speak openly: If the 
countries such as Saudi Arabia the land of the slaves, and Libya the land of the 
murderers, and Albania the land of the Stalinists, and Iran the land of the Khomey- 
nists, were to extend to us a hand would we not squeeze it excitedly? Would we 

say that with countries of such internal regimes we are not prepared to talk? We 
would dance in the streets in glee and we would even present that as a great victory 
for our nation! And in what way is South Africa worse than Iran and Libya? We 
even recognized the Uganda of Idi Amin and consorted with Idi Amin himself until he 
chased us out in disgrace. Is, the, South Africa worse even than the Uganda of 

Idi Amin? And more: Russia. Thus, what the Russian author Solzhenitzin reveals 
to us about the hell of Siberia, where tens of thousands of political prisoners and 
others are tortured and liquidated, is far worse than anything existing in South 
Africa where, although the rights of the blacks are being restricted, they are not, 
however, being sent to oblivion and into the basements of the frenetic political 
police--and why did we sob when Moscow chased us out of its land? Is it more 
ethical to work hand in hand with jailers of the various prisoners of Zion rather 
than maintain relationships with South Africa? 


Dd. 


Double and redoubled hypocrisy: The Histadrut and South Africa. So we maintained 
contacts with South Africa even when the Alignment ruled us, except that then the 
Histadrut sat by quietly and did nothing to banish South African quests from our 
country, and only now while the Alignment is seated in the opposition has it come 
out against the visiting minister from Pretoria and embarrassed him publicly. Is 
this what is called "decency?" 


That, and this too: The blacks of South Africa don't want us or our political 
support. What is forcing us to sacrifice ourselves on their altar in order to 
overthrow a regime that happens to want us? It would appear that this is the first 
and only instance in the world where any nation stands up to defend another nat ion 
which does not wish its defense, and involves itself in a war against another nat ion 
which does everything for it. Is this what is called "policy?" 


F. 


Our "progressive" Jews argue: 








Whether South Africa is a “kosher” or "nonekosher" country, the world will not for- 
give ue our maintaining connections with it in any event, and why should we get 
into a dispute with the entire world .,. 


And for that we have three things to say: 


--This "ideal" world where they are trying to intimidate us is itself nurturing re- 
lations with South Africa and the more it is connected with South Africa the less it 
tolerates our connections with it, And it is not our function to give sanction to 
thie fraud, 


~-If we sever our connections with South Africa or weaken our contacts with it--we 
will be the only nation to do so, Because even the countries of black Africa are 

nurturing ties with Pretoria, And why should we hold our diplomatic stupidity up 

to view? 


-=Even if we do everything that our "progressive" elements advise us and cut away 
completely from South Africa, even then our enemies will defame us since they hate 
us not because of our relations with South Africa, but they defame our relations 
with South Africa because they hate us and will never lack a pretext to hate us. 

And the hatred of the world with the friendship of South Africa is preferable in our 
view than the hate of the world without the friendship of South Africa. 


G. 


And last but not least: Why did almost all of the nations of the African continent, 
and almost all of the Communist and neutralist nations, sever their relations with 
us? Because our internal regime did not please them, That's their excuse, They 
say: "We have no desire to nurture political ties with a country that oppresses 

its Arab population.” And we answer them about that thus: "First, your allegations 
are not correct and we are better than you think, and secondly, even if you were 
right--what connection is there between our internal arrangements and the fostering 
of international ties with us? This is really absurd on your part!" But if that 

is so--why are we maintaining this very absurdity with respect to South Africa?... 
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ISRAEL 


SOLEL BONE DRAINS AYALON RIVER 
Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 25 Dec 80 p 5 


paws eaion "Solel Bone Completes First Section In Canal System to Drain Ayalon 
River" 


[Text] Solel Bone has recently completed construction of a 1,200 meter section, 35 
meters wide, of Giviyonim Canal, which is constructed of galvanized wire net filled 
with stone, within the overall Netivey Ayalon project. 


This section of the canal, between the footbridge in Ramat Gan to the Petah Tikva 
intersection, makes up an approximately seven kilometer-long section of the canal 
which will continue until it leaves Tel Aviv at the extension of the expressway to 
Jerusalem. Construction of an additional section of 1,200 meters from the Petah 
Tikva intersection up to the Shalom Road as a regular concrete canal, will be com- 
pleted within a year and the additional Giviyonim Canal of 3,5 kilometers in length 
which will complete the project will be built within the next 5 years. The canal 
is planned for a flow of 420 cubic meters of water per second (a fiood occurring 
once in a century), and upon completion will solve the flooding problem in the Aya- 
lon stream which caused much damage through the years. 


Difficult Problems 


Eliezer Hirscnfeld, wanager of the roads branch for Solel Bone in Jerusalem and the 
Coastal Plain, reported that this is the first time that this type of work is being 
completed in this country and on so large a scale, and that during the first year 
of work Solel Bone met difficult problems stemming mainly from the constant need to 
preserve a low ground-water level so that it would be possible to work in a dry 
area without mud or dampness. Over the course of 2 years, 50 workers were on the 
job daily and despite the operation of special equipment to absorb the ground-water 
there were days during the winter when the level of the water reached 3 to 4 meters. 


Forty-thousand cubic meters of quarry material--pebbles and stones--were spread on 
the site, brought from the Solel Bone quarries in Tirat Yehuda, 


Ten Million Shekel 
Eli Neker, chief engineer of the Ayalon project, reported that originally the canal 


was planned as a concrete canal but for budgetary reasons it was decided to com- 
plete it by the Giviyonim system, which is 60 percent cheaper than a concrete canal, 
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and thereby 30,000 shekel per running meter was saved, The total outlay for con- 
atruction of the canal was 10 million shekel--one-sixth of the investment in the 
Ayalon project over the past 2 years. The savings anticipated by the construct ion 
of the Giviyonim Canal on the section between the Shalom Road to the Jerusalem ex- 
tension, construction of which is to begin during the next fiscal year, is esti- 
mated at 100 million shekel. 


The Netivey Ayalon Company is also planning to concentrate next year on a middle 


segment of the canal, including the paving of two-lane highways in either direc- 
tion, Neker reported. 
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COAL PIER PLANNED FOR ASHDOD 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 25 Dec 80 p 10 


[Article by Economic Correspondent of DAVAR; "$186 Million Ashdod Coal Pier In- 
vestment"] 


[Text] The overall investment in the project of establishing the Ashdod coal pier 
will reach $186 million. Of this amount about $134 million will be invested in the 
port system itself and about $52 million in the setting up of a rail system to 

move the coal from the port to the new power station, 


The Port Authority has already begun planning the installations for unloading the 
coal at the Ashdod port, within the framework of Phase II of the development project 
to expand the port. 


This would mean lengthening of the primary breakwater, moving the secondary break- 
water northward, deepening the anchorage and its approach, and construction of the 
specialized shacks for the unloading of coal. 


Seven Years For Planning and Construct ion 


In the opinion of the specialists in the Port Authority, about 3 years would be 
required for planning of the project and another 3 to 4 years for its construction. 


According to the projection, the new installation will have the capacity of handling 
at its completion, some 8 million tons of coal annually. The new installations will 
be multi-purpose, for handling other types of cargo also, Problems of preventing 
pollution of the air and the environment have been taken into account as an in- 
separable part of the plan. In this connection, the people at the Port Authority 
note that experience throughout the world, including Britain, indicates that hand- 
ling of coal does not constitute any ecological problem. The unloading site at the 
Ashdod is also planned for the northern part of the port, the most distant section 
from the city. 


Earlier Development 


A commission which examined the plan for setting up of a coal pier within the frame- 
work of the existing Ashdod port, offered other alternatives as well, such as un- 
loading of the coal directly at the power station itself (as in Hedera) or con- 
struction of a new port for the purpose of unloading coal exclusively. But it be- 
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came clear that from all aspects, integration of coal with the additional develop- 
ment of the port of Ashdod would be the most cost-efficient from the standpoint of 
the national economy for a number of reasons, primary of which are; 


According to the multi-year forecast of cargoes by the Port Authority the Ashdod 
port would have faced the need for expansion in any event, within the master plan 
for the start of the next decade, since all development possibilities have been 
exploited within the framework of the existing breakwaters. What is involved now 
is essentially an earlier development of the port. 


Further, the port of Ashdod is supported by a developed communications base and a 
system of services which could easily accommodate within them the additional hand- 
ling of coal. To accommodate coal within the framework of an expanded anchorage 
in Ashdod, will obviate the need for using additional open beaches which are al- 
ready shrinking as a result of development and construction, Likewise, if in the 
future a technological breakthrough takes place in the handling of coal (a break- 
through already foreseeable, involving the liquefaction of coal, drawing it into a 
pipeline and subsequently dehydrating it) the new investment will not come under 
the heading of "thrown out funds," since the new port will handle other cargoes as 
well, 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


WITHDRAWAL OF SUPPORT THREATENED==The central command of the Socialist Democratic 
Party has given the government a 2=month period of grace to send the army to the 
south and form a minietry for the affaire of the south and the evacuees or else 
the party would withdraw its representative from the government. This came in a 
statement which was issued after a meeting of the central command tonight under 
the chairmanship of speaker of the chamber of deputies Kamil al-As'ad. The command 
made the continued participation of al-Sabah [Minister of Water and Electricity 
Resources Anwar al-Sabah]) in the government conditional upon the implementation 
of the two demands. The democratic party emphasized the need to decide quickly 
on the appointment of the new members of the council for the south, which must not 
remain inactive at this stage when the Israeli attacks are recurring. [Text] 
[NCO32049 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 2015 GMT 3 Mar 81] 


PREPARATION FOR LANDING OPERATION--. JANA correspondent in Beirut has learned that 
2 days ago Bashir al-Jumayyil, commander of the so-called Isolationist Lebanese 
Forces, has asked 1,000 armed element of these forces to prepare fur holding 
military maneuvers at the Juniyah coast next Sunday. Thesources which supplied 

the JANA correspondent with these reports pointed out that the maneuvers were in 
preparation for the landing operation which the isolationists, supported by Zionist 
gunboats, plan to carry out in the future at the coastal town of al-Damur, which 
lies between Beirut and Sidon. [Text] [1LD052124 Tripoli Voice of the Arab Homeland 
in Arabic 2015 GMT 5 Mar 81) 
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MAURLTANLA 


BRIEFS 


KUWAIT ENVOY TO MAURITANILA==Lt Col Mohamed Kouna Ould Haydala, chairman of the 
Military Committee for National Salvation and the head of state, on Saturday 
received the letters of credence of Mr Badr Ahmed al-Haddad, the new Kuwaiti 
ambassador to our country. The ceremony took place in the presence of Mr Abdel 
Aziz O. Ahmed, minister of justice and Ielamic affairs, who acted for the minister 
of foreign affaires and cooperation and members of government. [Excerpt] [AB280800 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 16 Feb 81 p 4 AB) 
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MOROCCO 


*MAP' REPORTS MERCENARY ATTACKS ON EL HAGOUNIA 27-28 FEB 
LDO21356 Rabat MAP in Englieh 1225 GMT 2 Mar 61 


[Text] Rabat, 2 Mar (MAP)=-On 27 Pebruary 1981, a gang of mercenaries eatimated 
at one failakh [as received] on 90 vehicles tried to attack the southern Moroccan 
locality of El Hagounta. 


The action of the motorized infantry group etationed in El Hagounia as well as the 
efficient coordination of land and air backing allowed Moroccan soldiers to hold 
the mercenaries in check and oppose their assaults. The mercenaries were thus 
forced to drive back towards the east. They were chased by Royal Air Forces which 
inflicted on them heavy losses in men and material. Eighteen enemy vehicles were 
completely destroyed. On the Moroccan side, one martyr died and five soldiers were 
injured, 


Atter the heavy losses inflicted on then this 27 February, a column of mercenaries 
on 60 vehicles launched a second attack against El Hagounia on 28 February. 


In their flight towards the southeast, the mercenaries were chased by Royal Air 
Forces. During the combats, a soldier from the » al Armed Forces was killed and 
two others were injured. Heavy casualties in mea and equipment were inflicted on 
the mercenaries. Five of their vehicles were completely destroyed and two gun- 
carriers were recovered. 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


FORCES CLAIM VICTORY==Rabat, .o Feb (MAP)=--On 25 February a regiment of mercenaries 
carried by 120 vehicles attempted to attack Edchere, southeast of El-Aauin, but 
failed miserably. The mercenaries also tried a number of other attacks. The royal 
Moroccan armed forces, with full coordination between the land and air forces, 
forced the mercenaries to retreat eastward, leaving behind a number of dead and 
large quantity of arms and ammunition. The Royal Air Force chased the fleeing 
mercenaries, inflicting heavy losses on them in addition to completely destroying 
45 of their vehicles. One of our men was martyred and six wounded. [Text] 
[LD261134 Rabat MAP in Arabic 0900 GMT 26 Feb 81) 


FORCES ‘FRUSTRATE’ SAHARAN ATTACK=-Following their desperate attempts to attack the 
Vad Hagunia Center on 27 February, the mercenaries regrouped and attacked the center 
at 0700 on 3 March with a 200-vehicle column. The ground forces stationed at Uad 
Hagunia confronted the mercenaries’ column and frustrated all its attacks, thus 
forcing it to retreat and flee. in its turn, the Royal Air Force pursued the flee- 
ing mercenaries and inflicted on them heavy losses of men and equipment. Thus 47 
vehicles were completely destroyed, while Morocco's losses were 2 martyrs and 3 
wounded. [Text] [1D042100 Rabat Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 4 Mar 81) 


KING CABLED ON DEFENSE LINK=-Gen Ahmad Dlimi, director of the Office of His Majesty's 
aide-de-camp and Commander of the Southern military region, has addressed a cable to 
His Majesty the King, supreme commander and chief of the general staff of the Royal 
Armed Forces, informing His Majesty that at i300 today, 2 March 1981, link-up was 
established between the units of the Royal Moroccan Armed Forces--whose task is to 
extend the defense line and fortify the support positions--and the units stationed 


in the Smara region. [Text] [LD022238 Rabat Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 OMT 
2 Mar 81) 


NEW BELGIAN AMBASSADOR--Rabat, 13 Feb (MAP)--Moroccan Secretary of State for Coopera- 
tion Mr Abdeihaq Tazi received Mr Luc Smolderen, Belgian ambassador newly accredited 
to Rabat. The two parties examined various aspects of bilateral cooperation and 
means of further strengthening it. [LD140604 Rabat MAP in English 1209 GMT 

13 Feb 81 LD] 
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SAUDL ARABLA/SOUTH KOREA JOLNT COMMUNIQUE 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 25 Feb 81 p ) 


[Article by Javid Hassan) 


[Text | 


cso: 


4820 


JEDDAH. Feb 14 — Wide- ranging 
eration in the economic and technical field, 
trade, construction, education and other sec- 


tors has been in the joint com. 
m issued here Tuesday at the end of 
the -day deliberabons of the Saudi 


— South Korea pt + + 
joint communique the two 
would work to promote further Saudi- 
Korean joint ventures in the public and pn- 
vate sectors of both countnes The joint 
committee noted the dewrability of Korean 

tion in the development programs of 
-~ Arabia's Five-Year Development 

an 


ihe jount committee, the communique said 
reviewed the status of cooperation in the 
a ee et oe 
a need to promote agncul cooperation 
between the two countries The Korean ude 
to send agricultural experts to the 
ingdom, in addition to assisting the efforts 
to operate large-scale farms 


The Saudi side suggested that a Koresi, - 


team compnsing representauives of the gov- 
ermment and the private sector visit Saudi 


Arabi to hold consultauons regarding the 
implen.entanon of vanouy agnoultural pro 
jects 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


Committee delegates also agreed to 
expand technical cooperation between the 
two countnes in the college students training 

and joint research programs to be 
u aken by the two udes An additional 
number of Korean railway techniaans will be 
sent to the Kingdom 

In sports and culture, both sides agreed to 
eee S eee € Sie Sy renee of 

countries They also agreed that athele. 
tie teams would be exchanged to hold [nend- 
ship matches. The Korean side stressed its 
readiness to send coaches in volleybal!, ba» 
ketball, tae kwon do, gymnastics and other 
sports. 

The Saudi Arabian side invited the Korean 
side to submit to the Presidency of 
Youth Welfare of Arabia in this regard 
South Korea was also invited to tender prop- 
osals for training Saudi Arabian coaches and 
referees in vanous fields of sports 


The joint communique also refers to the 
agreement between the two countnes to hold 
festivals, art exhibitions and performances in 
both countnes They have also to 
promote the exchange of documentary and 
cultural films, folk music, TV and radio prog- 
rams 


s.xth meeting in Seoul, South 
year 





AHSA INDUSTRIAL CITY DEDICATED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 25 Feb 81 p 3 


{Text} 


cso: 


4820 


AMSA, Feb 24 (SPA) — Eastern Pro 
vinee Governor Prince Abdul Mohsen ibn 
jiiuwi Monday dedicated the first phase of 
Ansa Industnal City Tuesday 

The SR63 million project will accommo- 
date 263 medium-scale industries after ail 
three phases have been 
million square meter city is subdivided into 
three development phases corresponding to 


e ‘° 

me ink phase covers a 532,000 square 
meter area, the second $12,000 square met- 
ers; and the third 456,000 square meters 
Work in the first phase which began in 1978 
was completed in 1980. The state 

the atv's infrastructure and then donates 
land plots to vanous industnalsts to set up 
their own factories for a token rent. 

Dr. Algosaibi, the munister of indus- 
try noity, said that ten land plots in 
the first phase had been awarded to indus- 
trialists and some factory owners already |aid 
down the foundations of their plane He 
hinted that a major project will be set up in 


OF etrocnemicn! plants were planned 
for the area, one wth the Amencan company 
DAO and the other with a Japanese group of 
companies ied by Mitsubishh Company for 
Petrochemical industnes But the studies 
showed that it would be better to merge the 
two projects to benefit from the Amencan 
partner's industnal expenence and the 
Japanese partners marketing and industnal 
expertise However, after subsequent 
studies, officials decided the project will be 
trilateral. The third partner is the Saudi Ara- 


The | 5° 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


bian Basic Industries Corporation | SABIC) 
The contract will be signed within two 
months from now, Dr Gosaiti said 

the minister said that by the end of the 
country's Third Five-Year: Development 
Plan, the number of factones in Saudi Arabia 


will have to 1,800 from the present 
1,010, the Kingdom s 
on imported goods By then also. most of the 


administration of Saudi plants will be hand- 
led by Saudis, he added He expressed his 
that the future will witness several joint 

ventures 4 the members of the Guil 
Cooperation Counal. marching gradually 
towards economic integration 

King Khaled and Crown Prince Fahd have 
ordered that major industnes in the area be 
set UP a5 JOINT ventures and we are carrying 
out these instructions, Dr Aigosaiti said 
Soon, Saudi Arabia shail start selling shares 
of Jubail's and Yunbu's basic industries to 
other Guif nationals after a forthcoming 
cabinet decree sanctions the proposal. he 
added Other Gulf nationals will enjoy the 
same privileges as Saudis when the state “/! 

¢ up the normunal value of those share: to 

udi nationals. he stressed 

He said that the Gulf Industnal Con:'- 
tancy Corporation had drawn up a 20 year 
Strategic plan for the aluminium industry 
which pian uw already implemented in 
Bahrain A similar plan is being studied for 
the iron and steel and mical indus- 
thes Dr Algosatti said that a mayor iron and 
steel plant mil be dedicated in the Kingdom 
Wednesday 








MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS ALLOCATED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 25 Feb 81 p 2 


[Text] 


RIYADH, Feb. 24 (SPA) — More than’ 
$R66 billion has been allocated for 
rojects during the Third Five-Year 
Developmen , to officials 
here funds were allocated after discus. 
ons on the best way to invest the money for 
Aeveloping the Kingdom's cites an { villages 


Public Works and Housing Minister Prince 
Miteb, the acting minister of muniapal and 
rural affairs, met deputy ministers and assis- 
tant Soe “ae Some and heads of 

y Prince Miteb urged: 
the to exert stronger efforts to carry 
Out state projects for the best interests of the 
public. He also called on the public to coop: 
erate with the officals 


Dr. Saleh Al- Malek, ty mumapal and 
rural affairs minister, said after the meeting 
that more than SR10 billion was allocated for 


the impr t and beautificanon of anes 
and the basic urban facilities for one year 
Dr. Malek adde j that the meeting also dis- 
cussed problemso cleaning in the Kingdom 5 
aues and towns. Adequate measures were 
undertaken to ensure a solution to these 
problems whether by authorizing 
to carry out the deaning pro- 
jects or to contract national firms for the pur- 


4) 
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The meeting covered the issue of compen- 
savon for expropnated land It called on con- 
cerned parties to issue the compensation as 
soon as possible in accordance with royal 
instructions Government recipients of land 
plots and limited income peoples grant 
should be implemented to eliminate difficul- 
ties for atizens who do not own land 
Muniapalities across the country have con. 





tributed = eas = — of the 
problem. rved. ‘ 

Among the issues discussed was limits 
urban expansion The meeting considered 
drawing up a plan that |imits urban expansion 
of cities and specifies government land The 
public areas should be cleared, with some to 
be used for basic facilities, and should not be 
used for other purposes, it was decided at the 
meeting 

The officials also discussed wavs of extend- 
ing basic municipal services to rural areas 
The move is part of the Thyd Development 
Plan objectives which gives a mayor share for 
developing rural areas and not to restrict 
development activities to cities 

Dr Malek pommted out that the meeting 
also had considered the issue of machinery 
for municipalities with the aim of mechanwza- 


tion and reducing dependency on manpower 











SAUDL ARABIA 


EXPRESSWAY LINK CONTRACTS TO BE AWARDED 
Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 1 Mar 81 p 2 


{Text } 


cso: 


animals from endangering | . The expre- 


4820 


At the same time tids have been invited tor 
the construction of the railway linking the 
two = The cost nas been estimated at 
SR1 billion and wil take three years to com- 
plete. It will shave off nearly 100 kilometers 
or one hour traveling time President of 
the Saudi Government Railroad Organiza. 
won, Sheikh Faisal Ai Shuhail has said that 
the time between the capital and Dammam 
will be reduced to four hour and the distance 
reduced to 456 ulometen 

Studies also are under way to link the 
Western and Central Regons and Jubail with 
Dammam by rail. Jubail is the site of the 
petrochemical industries and a new city 
which eventually will accommodate 300,000 


The organization has invited 33 consor- 
tum to bid for the Riyadh- Dammam project 
which is the largest in its current five-year 
development pian It will tendered in three 
sections with no single company allowed to 

min 

















CAUSEWAY CONTRACT TO BE AWARDED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 1 Mar 81 p 3 


(Text } 


JEDDAH, Feb. 28 — Officials will 
award = the contract for the causeway link: 
io¢ Saudi Arabia and Bahrain next Apni, 
Seudi Business magazine reported Saturday 

Tenders by 16 international for a 
causeway linking the tiny island ( Bahrain) 
with Saudi Arabia have been under consider: 
ation 08 two countnes since July of last 
year bids to build the Saudi- Bahrain 
causeway vary by millions against the offi- 
cially estimated cost of $800 milion How- 
ever, Bahrain's munister for Industry and 
Development, H.E. Yusuf Shirawi said, The 
lowest bid will not necessaniy win the con- 
tract,” the most exerting in the Guif for years 

For the 24-kilometer causeway will be 
more than just a link between Bahrain Isiand 
and the mainiand. It will forge economic, 
political and socal bonds between Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain, as well as with Kuwait, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emurates The 
causeway mill be tangible evidence of the cail 
for Guif unity It is for this reason that the 
Saudi Ambassador to Bahram Sheikh Addul 
Rahman Al Khadi, vowed that the project 
would go ahead — ‘even if it cost double the 

original esumate And that was in the days 
when figures like $1 billion were being ban- 
died aroun’ 

But in Bahrain it has always been thought 
that the figure would be much lower, due to 
the recession in the world contracting indus- 
try and the reduction in inflaton levels for 
goods supplied locally Although the entire 
cost of the proyect is being borne by Saudi 
Arabia, one of the stipulations of the winning 
bid is that local companies, matenals and 
labor be involved as much as possible in the 
construction. And it 1s this /ocai input that has 
made the causeway the most important topic 
of conversation in Bahrain for the pusi 
decade 
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By taking into consideration the local con- 
divons, the causeway will mean the 
single source of new business to Guif insur- 
ance companies for vears it carnes wth it the 
Promise of using local subcontractors and 
abnicavion faalities For in addition to the 
our-lane causeway itself, there will be five 
suspension-type bridges, two major 
approach roads — one from Manama to Jasra 
in Bahrain and one from Dhahran and Al 
Khobar in the Eastern Province of Saudi 
Arabia — two border posts and labor camps 
to house the antiapated 2,500 to 3,000 peo- 
ple who will be employed on the project 
But the jomt Saudi Bahrain technical 
committee supulates that these local faalines 
“will only be considered if they are competi- 
tive,” said Yusuf Ai Khajer, a member of 
Bahrain's contingent to the committee. It 1s 
this commuttec, of construction 
and industrial engineers themselves, that will 
be faced with the task of evaluating the final 
report from the causeway steering committee 
in March 
Since the project's conception in the 1960s 
it has been dogged by committees and sub- 
commuttes Even the World Bank was con- 
sulted for its technical help and recommenda. 
tions. Site investigations were carned out by a 
Dutch-based company and Saudi- Danish 
consultants drew up the orginal specifica- 
tions for the fairly complicated project 
“At first.’ said technical committec 
member Al Khajer, we were only interested 
in a steel construction. This was because of 
the disastrous expenence we had with Gov- 
ernment House and the Gulf Hote! in 
Bahrain Both buildings were constructed in 
an aggregate of concrete containing different 
salts which combined together to actually 
erode the structure itself © 
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Since that time technology has developed a 
way of treating Ue aggregate (o build a good 
solid ¢ of concrete. ‘| went to New 
Orleans where | saw a bridge 22 miles jong, 
much bigger than our proposed causeway It 
was built in very similar climatic conditions to 
ours, bigh humidity and high y <a 
and it was of concrete,” said A) er 

So the faith that (he two countnes govern: 
ments originally lost in concrete has been 
restored, and consequently, the technical 
committee reopened its books to accept ten- 
ders in both materials, The $500.3 million 
vanianon in the bids submutted reflects quotes 
for the two specifications now acceptable. 
Extensions to consider the tenders have been 
asked for by the bidders themselves, the 
steering committee and even by the minis- 
tertaicommitiee, Yusuf Al Shirawi, Minister 
for ment and Industry in Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia's finance minister 


Mghemned Al Khali}. 
usul Shirawi if a recent interview in 


Manama, Bahrain, “When the cabinet 
directed the ministry of finance to unleash 
major schemes like the causeway, we asked 
them to defer the project till later in the 
development pian rather than earler. in 

our resources with our growth 


order to 
ang inflation.” . 
t in NO Way means that the project 


will be shelved. Far from it, according to a 
statement by Saudi minister for finance on 
February 10. 1n which he stressed the impor- 
tance his country placed on the project and 
predicted that work would start on the simul- 
taneous laying of foundations in Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain and vanous points in the 
Gulf this vear 
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HOTELS REACH SATURATION POINT 
Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 25 Feb 81 p 3 


[Article by Ahmad Khusro] 





r 
Tens | JEDDAH, Feb 24 — A recently pub- According to the survey, the supply of 
lished report by the Research Department of fooms in the posh hotels has far outstnpped 
the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce has asked demand. There is an average occupancy rate 
the government to ban new third class hotels of $8.99 per cent in the four deluxe hotels, 
as the industry here has reached the satura- 69.92 per cent in four-star hotels and $2.04 
tion point. It says the proliferation of luxun- per cent in all classes. 
ous hotels in the aty will throw the smaller The chamber’ s survey has given a statistical 
ones out of business. backing to the government's concern over 
The survey undetaken in | 980-41 has sug- low occupancy in hotel rooms in the main 
gested to the ministry that hotels belonging to cities of the Kingdom voiced in their Third 
lowest category will be unable to cope with Five Year plan. Significantly the Ministry of 
the keener competition once the three deluxe 
hotels-Intercontinents Hilton and Holiday ae General ~~ for Hotei 
Innare completed. “ ch their relatively poor ay ey wamed siness com- 
services they will be pushed into the shade in munity June 1979 against “incorrect feasibil- 
: ity studies’ submitted by consultancy firms in 
comparison with the big ones. eo bees cont 
This is the first report by the research a sector 
department of the chamber since it was cre- Giving reasons for launching the research, 
ated five months ago. Research Director, Ahmad Babigi said, “Some members of the 
Ahmad Muhammad Said Babigi, a business chamber felt the hotel industry was facing 
graduate of the King Abdul Azz University problems while others asked us whether they 
toldArab News, “It is a potentially dangerous could invest in the hotel business. Our aim 
situation. If luxury hotels continue to be built, was to find out if hotel owners could extend 
their superior service will edge out the others their operations, and if so, in which class of 
into the second and third class and they might hotels they should invest their money.” 
run out of business’ 
Babig said. every new hote! owner thinks 
he will be able to catch ail the customers. but 
this is not possible The probiem of low occu- 
pancy in hotels is that most people cannot 
afford the deluxe variety 
CSO: 4820 





SUDAN 


PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY DISCUSSES ENERGY PROBLEMS 
Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 5 Feb 81 pp 6-10 


[Excerpts] Khartoum, 5 Feb (SUNA)--The Energy and Mining Minister Dr. Sharif E] 
Tuhami yesterday revealed the various energy burdens his Ministry is shouldering 

and the efforts to provide it by year 2000 A.D. in his statement before the People's 
Assembly. 


Energy, he said, was vital for its role in pushing forward the wheels of social and 
economic development. To probe into these utilities which are pregnant with chronic 
problems that date back before the May Revolution and still continues despite 
attempts to check them so as to face up the challenges of ambitious development 
projects at the time of world energy shortage which made our oil bill consume be- 
tween 86 - 96 percent of the total of our export revenues, has now become the main 
cornerstone of the Ministry's policies, to overcome these problems on the basis of 
up to date scientific theories.” 


In explaining the dimensions of energy problems and the efforts of his Ministry, 
Dr. Tuhami said that local energy sources represent a fractional 2 percent in com- 
parison to modern energy needs. Minimum estimates by year 2000 may be as eight 
times as the present consumption which last year totalled 1.5 million tons of crude 
oil. 


On the plans and policies of the Ministry, he said his Ministry was newly formed 

in 1977 in accordance with the Republican decree No. 147. It was created under the 
extreme pressure of world energy crisis which affected Sudan, like her third world 
counterparts, as a spearhead to head off the energy problem. 


The activities of the Ministry, he continued, is concentrated on geology, petrol 
and mineral exploration, well-water drilling, modern energy research (i.e., elec- 
tricity), procuring and supervising petroleum commodities and laying down long and 
short term energy strategies besides urban and rural water services. 


He went on to say that in spite of the main goal to vary energy sources to raise 
production, there is the duty to quicken mineral and petroleum exploration ' order 
to widen the base of our national economy so as to complete the process c 
nation building started way back in 1956. 
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The Minister shifted to the vital issues of petroleum supplies transport and storage 
and said the country had suffered much regarding these two difficulties. He said 
the railways was the sole means of transport before the construction of the oil 
pipelines and Khertoum-Port Sudan road but it didn't cope with the ever increasing 
rate of consumption in this item. There had been the hope, he said, that the pipe 
line would contribute drastically to the efforts exerted to overcome the transport 
problem but it also suffered technical problema that reduced its capacity to 50 per- 
cent. He added work aimed at overcoming these technical problems in near completion, 


On the petroleum supplies storage problem the Minister said there is a remarkable 
cecline in the storage capacity, especially in Port Sudan. This, he said, had 
hindered receipt programmes from oil tankers, disrupted the process of production 
of the refinery and created difficulties in transporting oil supplies from Port 
Sudan, 


The Minister tackled in his exclusive statement before the House the problem of 
electric power and said it faces deep rooted difficulties because of lack of suf- 
ficient reserve generators. 


Citing his Ministry's plans to overcome these difficulties he said concerned depart- 
ments were reorganized to adjust to the modification of the Ministry's overall 
organizational structure. 


be said short-term plans to solve the present problems of oil supplies and to patch 
up the decline in power supplies have been drawn-up. 


The Minister said the Ministry has embarked iato a plan to rectify the work on the 
oil pipe line and to upgrade the transport capacity of the railways. 


He disclosed that new depots would be constructed at a cost of §$. 16 million within 
the framework of a protocol signed by Sudan and Rumania. 


The Minister indicated the agreements signed with Chevron company on oil explora- 
tion in the Red Sea area where natural and heavy gas were discovered in two wells. 


He disclosed that the production capacity of Abu Gabra No.(1) well reached 500 
barrels a day a figure that has attracted more requests by foreign companies to 
obtain exploration licenses. 


He said agreements were reached with the French company of TOTAL and the group of 
Texas companies to conduct exploration works in the Red Sea area. 


An agreement was also signed with the French company of TOTAL, the world energy 
agency and the Sudanese Public Corporation for Petroleum to explore for oil in the 
Southern Region, he said. 


The Minister added that all contracts were signed on the basis of shared production, 
the best to protect the state's interests. 
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SUDAN 


NUMAYRI ISSUES ORDERS ON ASSEMBLY SEATS 
Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 8 Feb 81 pp 7-8 


[Text] Khartoum, 8 Feb (SUNA)--President Nimeri issued a provisional order on the 
election Act of the National and Regional People's Assemblies (amendment for 1981). 


The provisional order stipulated that Regional People's Assemblies should be 
formed as follows: 


Firstly: 

A - Eastern People's Regional Assembly, 50 members 
B - Northern People's Regional Assembly, 50 members 
C - Central People's Regional Assembly, 70 members 
D - Kordofan People's Res,ional Assembly, 55 members 
E = Darfur People's Regional Assembly, 55 members 


Secondly: 
Distribution of seats at the Regional Assemblies should be as follows: 
(A) Eastern Region 


22 seats for the geographical regions 

20 seats for the Alliance of Working Forces 
3 seats for the administrative units 

5 seats by appointment. 


(B) Northern Region 


22 seats for geographical regions 

20 seats for the alliance of the working forces 
3 seats for the administrative units 

5 seats by appointment. 


(C) Central Region 
30 seats for geographical regions 
28 seats for the alliance of the working forces 


5 seats for the administrative units 
7 seats by appointment. 
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(D) Kordofan Region 


24 seate for geographical regions 

22 seate for the alliance of the working forces 
4 seata for the administrative unite 

5 seats by appointment 


(2) Darfur Region 


24 seats for geographical regions 

22 seate for the alliance of the working forces 
4 seats for the administrative unite 

5 seats by appointment, 


Thirdly: 

Means of electing representatives of the geographical regione and the administrative 
unite are to be determined by regulations to be issued by the Elections Higher Com- 
mittee, 

Fourthly: 

The amendment stipulates that the elections of the regional people's assemblies 


should be run by a neutral technical committee of a temporary nature to be set up 
by the President of the Republic. 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


COOPERATION WITH DPRK=-Khartoum, 16 Feb (SUNA)=-A programme for joint cooperation 
in political and cultural fields wae signed here yesterday between the SSU and the 
Workers Party of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. SSU External Relations 
Committee Secretary Hassan Abdeen signed for the Sudan while Mr Jung Tun Gol, 
Korean Deputy Premier and alternate member of the Political Bureau of the Workers 
Party Central Committee signed for his side. Abdeen told SUNA that the programme 
would enhance cooperation between the two organizations iu the political and cul- 
tural fields and the exchange of visits on the national occasions of the two 
countries. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in FPaglish 16 Feb 81 pp 3-4) 


REFUGEE AlD--El Geneina, 16 Feb (SUNA)--The Refugees Affairs Office Director here 
received yesterday the remaining consignment of the relief aid extended to the 

Chadi refugees in the area by the British Red Crescent and the government of Germany. 
The relief aid includes tents and blankets together with a quantity of sugar which 
was provided by the ottice of Refugees Affairs in Khartoum. [Text] [Kartoum SI/NA 
DALLY BULLETIN in fnglish 16 Feb 81 pp 4-5) 


LOANS FROM JAPAN--Khartoum, 17 Feb (SUNA)--The National Planning State Minister 
Mirghani Mohamed Ahmed yesterday morning received H.E. the Ambassador of Japan here 
and discussed economic relations and means of boosting economic cooperation between 
the two countries. The State Minister emphasized on Sudan's need to procure the 
third Japan commodity loan expected this year to which the Ambassador promised to 
exert his utmost effort for hie government to provide the loan on time. Sayed 
Mirghani then hailed the highly developed relations between the two countries and 
thanked the Ambassador. It is worthy to note that the government of Japan has 
granted Sudan two commodity loans worth $ 41 million. Japan has been granting 
Sudan loans on extremely soft terms; almost non-repayable. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA 
DAILY BULLETIN in English 17 Feb 81 p 3] 


SSL CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS--Khartoum, 1/7 Feb (SUNA)--President of the 
Sudanese Socialist Union (SSU), Caafar Mohamed Nimeri, yesterday decreed the ap- 
pointment of the following as members of the SSU Central Committee: 1. El Fatih 
Mohamed iLashir Bushara; 2. Hamid Ali Shash, and 3. Ahmed Ibrahim Draig. [Text] 
[Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 17 Feb 81 p 1] 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION--Atbara, 15 Feb (SUNA)--The Railways Corporation completed 


work on the replacement of some 99 km. of rail lines between Aradeba junction and 
Abu Zabad, along the Western railway. Work on tie remaining part of ene 162 km. 
line is expected to be completed shortly. The project is costing Ls. 4.6 million 


raised from the Corporation's own resources. [Text] Khartoum $ ~ 
UNA DAL Y BULLETIN 
in English 15 Feb 81 p 1] LY BULLETIN 
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KUSTL=UMM RUWABAH ROAD==Kosti, 6 Feb (SUNA)=-Studies pertaining to FKosti-Um Ruwaba 
road have been completed and maps of the project were prepared, according to the 
Director of the Norwegian Norconsult Firm, We added that survey works of the 
project will be completed by next month. On the other hand, White Nile Province 
Deputy Commissioner and the visiting delegation of the Firm discussed here yester= 
day issues pertaining to the implementation of the project. The 170-k.m. road, 
being carried out by the Norconsult Firm, links the Central and Kordofan regions. 
(Text) [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 6 Feb 81 p 2) 


POWER STATIONS==Khartoum, 7 Feb (SUNA)==Implementation of Dongola's 3.2 Mepawatt 
and Fashir's 1.6 Megawatt power stations begins mid Feb, Completion of the twe 
stations is expected early next year, The two power stations are financed against 
4 Danish 104 million Krone loan, On the other hand, work on Port Sudan's 18 Mega- 
watt power station began Jan 28, by the French iirm of C.E.M. The station costs 
58 million French franca obtainable from the French aid recently signed here between 
the French and Sudanese sides. [Text] (Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 
7 Feb 81 p 1) 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


MINISTER OF OIL, MINERALS DISCUSSES 5-YEAR PLAN 
Muscat ‘'UMAN in Arabic 8 Jan 81 p 3 


[Article: "The Minister Of 911 and Minerale: ‘An O11 Refinery Project To Estab- 
lish a Hydrocarbon Industry; the Suhar Copper Project Will Provide 600 Joba'") 


[Text] His Excellency Ahmad al-Shanfari, the minister of petroleum and minerals, 
announced that the sultanate will maintain a production level of 330,000 barrels a 
day over the next 5 years. 


In a private talk with an ‘'UMAN reporter His Excellency said that as a result of 
new oi] discoveries, particularly in the south of the sultanate, all expectations 
have been changed, and there is a bright future for Omani oil production, thanke 
to our dear exaltec and capable ruler. "I want to assure the citizens that we 
are on the right course set for us by His Majesty the sultan, and that the oil 
experts have good news to report: our oil reserves will remain as long as we 
maintain our current level of production. 


"We also hope that almighty God will grant us success in the search for more oil 
fields in the sultanate.” 


His Excellency Sa'id Ahmad al-Shanfari said that the frequent reports of the 
sultanate's intention of joining OAPEC and OPEC were absolutely baseless, and were 
fabrications of the press. "I want to emphasize that at this time the sultanate 
has no intention of joining OPEC or OAPEC. Should the sultanate decide to join 
one or both of these organizations there is nothing to stand in the way.” 


His Excellency Ahmad al-Shanfari commented on the funds allocated for the Ministry 
of Petroleum and Minerals over the five-year period, and the major project pro- 
posals. He said that the total amount allocated for the ministry for the next 5 
years is 121 million riyals. The plan includes several projects, the most im- 
portant of which is a petroleum refinery to provide refinea petroleum products 
locally. It will have a production cas* , of 50,000 barrels per day. Work 
begin this month, and the project is « \eduled for completion by mid-1982. The 
cost of construction will be 30 million riyals. 


The project will help to provide hard currency which the country wees to import 
refined petroleum products. it will also be the nuclous for the establishment of 
a hydrocarbon industry in the sultanate. 





The second 5-year plan also includes completion of the copper project which was 
begun in the first S-year plan, Production is expected to begin next summer, The 
total cost of this project ia $165 million, 


The project is expected to produce 20,000 metric tons of 99.8 percent fine copper 
per year. This project will help to provide jobs for about 600 white collar and 
blue collar workers, and will provide hard currency, It will help to restore the 
ancient glory of the copper industry in Oman, 


The 5-year plan also includes a project to install a gas pipeline from al-Marirat 
to Suhar, which will cost $40 million. Work on thie project began iate last year 
and is expected to be completed this year. The aim of this project is .o provide 
power for the copper project in Suhar. lt will aleo serve to encourage the eatab- 
lishment of light industries along the al-Batinah coast, and provide an inexpensive 
source of power for the electric power stations slated for construction during 

the second 5-year plan by the Ministry of Electricity and Water. Furthermore, it 
will raise the capacity for gas production inasmuch as the project, which will cost 
20 million riyals, includes digging gas welle and obtaining gas compressors. 


The plan also includes several different study projects, such as studies of oil 
deposits, petrochemical studies and surveys of mineral sources. It also provides 
for the completion of the new ministry building in al-Khuwayr which is expected 
to be completed this year. 


At the conclusion of his talk His Excellency Sa'id Ahmad al-Shanfari made reference 
to reports attributed to him that he would announce a “gift” relating to oil on 

the occasion of the nation's tenrh anniversary celebration. He said, "I specific- 
ally said that each year “ucing our national celebration we have become accustomed 
to receive an announce’ ent from our leader, His Exalted Majesty the sultan, per- 
taining to goals, ex  ectations and accomplishments, including some gratifying news, 
as a ‘present.’ 


"The royal statement was replete with gratifying ‘presents,’ such as the announce- 
ment of the establishment of Qabus University and the announcement of the ambi- 
tious 5-year plan which will concentrate on diversifying the sultanate's economic 
base. 


"This is what I mean by the ‘present’ which our sovereign majesty graciously 
bestows on his people each year on the occasion of the national celebration.” 


His Excellency concluded his talk with a prayer to God to grant long life to che 
suitan and to bless the Omani people with happiness and prosperity under his 
rightly-guided leadership. 


9123 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


TRADE AGREEMENT WITH CHINA SIGNED 
Muscat 'UMAN in Arabic 25 Jan 81 p 3 


{Article: "Trade Agreement With China Will Lead To Increased Trade Between the 
Two Countries") 


[Text] An official source in the Ministry of Industry and Commerce declared that 
the royal decree issued by His Exalted Majesty last week confirming the trade 
agreement between the People's Republic of China and the government of the sul- 
tanate would lead to increased trade between the two countries by encouraging the 
exhibition of each nation's goods in the other. 


The royal decree was issued in His Majesty's desire to promote trade between the 
sultanate and China. 


It should be noted that this agreement is the result of talks held by the Omani 
delegation, headed by His Excellency Muhammad al-Zubayr, the minister of industry 
and commerce, and the Chinese delegation, headed by His Excellency Chen Jih, 
deputy minister of foreign trade in the People's Republic of China, which visited 
the sultanate last February. As a result of these talks the two parties initialed 
the agreement with the understanding that the full signing of the trade agreement 
would take place during the official visit to China by the Omani minister of 
industry and commerce at the invitation of His Excellency Li Qiang, the Chinese 
minister of foreign trade. 


His Excellency Muhammad al-Zubayr visited China from 9 October to 18 October iast 
year, with a delegation from the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. During the 
visit he held extensive talks with important Chinese officials in which views 
about the desire of the two countries to broaden the scope of mutual cooperation 
were exchanged in a friendly acmosphere. 


The Omanis and the Chinese reviewed their countries’ experiencers in economic 
development in recent years, and made known their expectations ro- the future in 
the areas of development and economic cooperation. 


The talks were concluded with the full signing of this agreement on 14 October 
1980. This was followed by a meeting between His Excellency the minister and His 
Excellency Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang in the Great Hall of the People, at which 
the Omani minister delivered greetings from His Exalted Highness Sultan Qabus ibn 
Sa'id, and exchanged views on ways to strengthen relations between the two coun- 
tries. 
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At the conclusion of the meeting the Chinese prime minister delivered his personal 
greetings and those of His Excellency Ye Jianying, chairman of the permanent com- 
mittee of the National People's Congress, to the head of the Omani delegation for 
tranemittal to His Exalted Majesty Sultan Qabus. 


9123 
C80: 4802 


2? 








SULTANATE OF OMAN 


WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECTS DISCUSSED 
Muscat 'UMAN in Arabic 8 Jan 81 p 3 


[Article: "Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries: ‘Ambitious Plans For 


mee) Resources To Better Advantage; Dame To Be Built To Collect and Retain 
Water 


[Text] His Excellency Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Marza', deputy minister of agriculture 
and fisheries, declared that the ministry was working untiringly to provide water 
for irrigation by maintaining, repairing and overhauling aqueducts and wells, 
installing pumps throughout the sultanate, and building dams to collect water and 
prevent its being lost by flowing out to sea. 


In a statement to an 'UMAN reporter the deputy minister made the fvllowing remarks: 


"The ministry is devoting much attention to the aqueducts as social structures 
and a useful system for delivering water. Therefore they must be maintained and 
repaired as part of the effort toward achieving agricultural progress." 


He pointed out that over the course of the second 5-year plan, from 1981 to 1985, 
the ministry will institute several [new] policies for maintaining the aqueducts. 
These will concentrate on continued maintenance of the current system; improving 
it; implementing alternative systems of water management, modes of usage, and 
support services; projects for improving underground water storage facilities 

when important aqueducts approach dangerously low water levels; encouraging and 
supporting spontaneous efforts to maintain and repair the aqueducts; creating the 
most efficient systems for providing water on a national basis whether or not they 
include aquediucts. 


He stated that the ministry will conduct a survey of all the aqueducts to ascer- 
tain their condition, how they are being managed, and the agriculture associated 
with them. The ministry will help develop the capacity of the indigenous private 
sector to repair the aqueducts, and it will make an economic analysis of the 
repair of various aqueducts. It will also do research to determine the most 
efficient way to repair them with regard to costs and water usage. 


He noted that of those aqueducts which required extensive work, maintenance and 
repair of the following aqueducts have been completed: al-Fiyad and ‘Araqi in the 
district of Quryat; al-Durayz, Masharib, Tan'am and Maskin in the district of 





'Ibri; al-Wasdl and al-Mudayrib in che district of al-Qabil; al-Naba' in the dis- 
trict of Ibra; Tahwah in the district of al-Kamil; as well as several others. 
Maintenance and repair are underway on several aqueducts, such as those in 
al-Hajar in the district of ‘Ibri; Ghiyagah in che district of Badbad; al-Fatah 
in the district of Bushir; and al-Kamil in che district of al-Kamil. 


Of those aqueducts which do not require extensive work, repair and maintenance of 
several have been completed, Some examples are Abu Biyahah in al-Khawd in the 
al-Sib region; al-Qall in the district of al-Rustaq; al-Halyu in the district of 
Izki; and others. 


Maintenance and repair are underway on sevesal other aqueducts, among them al-'Ayn 
aqueduct in the municipality of al-Maghyuth in the district of Izki; Wasad in 
Sama'il; al-Makhzun in the district of Sur; al-Mafud in al-Mudaybi; al-Khatwah in 
the district of Mahdah; al-Qasawat in the district of Izki; al-Fil in the district 
of al-'Awabi; al-Surqanah in Burayml. 


On the subject of well maintenance, His Excellency the deputy minister aid that 
the ministry's second 5-year plan included projects for maintaining | evels of 
the wells, repairing the pumps, and performing maintenance on the wel! pipes 


and valves on a wide scale. It will also include education and training for the 
farmers. He said, "The policies pursued by the ministry with regard to subter- 
ranean water pumping systems for agricultural use will be based on the prohibition 
of any additional utilization of water stored in underground storage facilities 

in those areas which are currently experiencing shortages of subterranean water 
until the government finishes devising a plan to accomplish the following: 

manage local water for the area where the problem exists; organize and monitor the 
pumping of subterranean water within the country; help the private sector to per- 
form maintenance; and expand as much as possible the well systems for pumping 
subterranean water." 


On the subject of developing irrigation wells His Excellency said that several new 
deep wells had been dug in search of water in an effort to provide the aqueducts, 
which are practically dry in some parts of the sultanate, with water. This was 
accomplished by opening the projects to public competitive bidding. Some 

examples are al-Fiyad in the district of al-Quryat and al-Bajariyah in the capital 
province. He said that most of the repair and deepening work was done by the 
local inhabitants with written contracts between them and the government bureau. 
In cases where the local population was unable to do this the job was opened to 
local competitive bidding. Several welis have been deepened and repaired, among 
them al-Khurmah in the district of Izki; al-Habubiyah and al-Sawaqim in the dis- 
trict of al-Quryat; and al-Wathinah al-Hadariyah in the district of Sama'il. 


There is also a project for emergency repairs to aqueducts and wells. His Excel- 
lency the deputy minister said that this was an emergency fund for essential well 
repairs. Its most important feature is that the fund must have assets available 
on short notice so that emergency needs can be filled. 


His Excellency said that the spring development project provides for developing 
sources of water and transporting the water. The purpose is not only to use arte- 
sian wells to better advantage, but also to carry out local water studies which 
could lead to a better understanding of the origins and future of these sources. 





The aim of the part relating to water delivery is to determine an ideal way to 
deliver water to the sites of consumption--elther through aqueducts or closed 
pipes--so as to minimize loss and maximize the general efficiency of the distribu- 
tion system, Such projects have been funded or proposed, Some examples are Argat, 
Sahnun and Hamrat. This will provide an excellent opportunity to increase deve- 
lopment in the southern region and in Jabal al-Akhdar. 


His Excellency said that the subterranean water storage project in al-Batinah in- 
cluded planning activity, development of sources, and possibly work to determine 
the appropriate sources and ideal policies for water use and allocation. Source 
development will be the operation for which supply dams, collection dams and 

other methods may be used to improve water sources. Delivery will be the operation 
by which it will be possible to transport the water, either from the above- 
mentioned installations or from the Omani interior. There is an immediate need for 
improving the subterranean water storage facilities in al-Batinah, and giving 
systematic consideration to this project. 


His Excellency Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Marza' said t! the ministry's plans to con- 
struct dams for collecting water and preventing its loss by flowing out to sea is 
divided into three parts as follows: 


Construction of subterranean supply dams. The projects to supply subterranean 
water through the use of small dams erected vertically over the path of the water 
will become an effective water management practice in Oman. This type of dam must 
be thought of as a water storage installation, and must be given careful study in 
the future. 


Construction of collection dams. These can be only temporary storage facilities; 
they are not true water-gathering installations. They can serve the needs of the 
subterranean supply dam projects and can help control flooding. 


Pumping and delivering subterranean water. Until it is determined where and how 
much subterranean water is available for pumping and delivery it is impossible to 
carry out detailed economic studies on these operations. Therefore the subter- 
ranean water pumping and delivery project will be a two-phase integrated program. 
The first phase will determine the quantity of subterranean water available for 
pumping, while the second phase will determine the economics of transporting this 
quantity. 


His Excellency the deputy minister of agriculture and fisheries concluded his talk 
by emphasizing that the National Organization For Water Resources had ambitious 
plans for the dams which will help to utilize water resources to better advantage, 
and that there is coordination between the ministry and the organization in this 
area. 
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SYRIA'S OIL SUPPLY PROBLEMS ANALYZED 


London 8 DAYS in English 21 


[Article by Martin Quinlan: 


[Text ] 


SYRIA'S immediate oil supply problems 
resulting from the Gulf war may now be 
casing, bul there are still long-term 
problems looming. Syria's consumption of 
Oi) products is rising in line with its growing 
prosperity, while its production has 
declined froin the peak of three years ago 
and could well slip further, Withou. some 
sizeable new finds in the near future, it is 
likely that consumption will draw level with 
production within five years. Instead of net 
revenue from exports, Syna’s planners will 
then be faced with a drain on foreign 
exchange due to oil imports. 

The government is aware of the problem. 
It forecasts that oil product demand, 
currently running at about 105,000 b/d, will 
increase to over 180,000 b/d by 1985 and 
then to 290,000b/d by 1990. But the 
government is assuming that production 
will run ata steady 180,000 b/d indicating 
that net exports will cease in 1985 

Industry sources are less optimistic about 
future production rates. Syria attained its 
best-ever output in 1978, they point out, 
when it lifted 210,000 b/d. In 1979 output 
slipped to 170,000 b/d (as confirmed by oil 
minister Abdul Jabbar al Dahhak), and in 
1980 it ran at the same rate. Even without a 
further decline, net exports could thus cease 
within three years 

The problem is that Syria's oilfields are 
past their prime Field pressure is falling, 
necessitating the installation of pumping 
facilities to maintain output In 1979, 54 
wells were flowing under the fields’ natural 
pressure but a year later the number had 
fallen to 41 The number of pumped wells 
increased accordingly, from 411 at the 
beginning of 1979 to 429 at the beginning of 
1980 
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"Syria's Parched 011 Wells") 


But the picture 1s not completely black. 
Abdul Jabbar al Dahhak says that 
production might be maintained at 


reasonable levels for 25 years, on the 
assumption that proven recoverable 
reserves amount to some 1.7bn barrels. 
There is still scope for further develop: « nt 
at existing fields. 

Al present, however, drilling work is 
proceeding at a fairly lacklustre pace. 
Although the government has made several 
offers of new production-sharing 
concessions and has attracted five takers so 
far, the drilling commitments called for are 
not extensive Other companies signed up 
for territory but pulled out quickly, with 
their concessions being re-offered or 
returned to the state-owned Syria 


Petroleum Company (SPC). 

Concession areas in Syria are large, but 
companies are often interested in only one 
or two small sections of them Asa result, of 
the 15 or so rigs operating over the past 
couple of years, 12 were contracted to SPC. 

Like many other oil-producing countnes, 
Syria has only recently ‘discovered’ gas. For 
years gas has been flared off, as its 
international value was low, while the costs 
of piping or liquefying it are considerable 

But with sharp increases in the price of 
traded gas — and with the new awareness of 
its potential as a high-quality fuel — the 
government has embarked on a major 


project to collect associated gas from the 
oilfields The French concern Entrepose 
was granted a $60m contract to build 60km 
of pipeline, together with gas/oil separators, 
dehydration and desulphurisation units 
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Meanwhile, Romania's Industnatexport 
is building a $50m fractionation plant. 
Completion is due next year, and the 
project will enable natural gas liquids to be 
separated out and fractionated to yield, at 
peak, 58,000 tonnes a year of liquid 
petroleum gas (LPG). This will be used in 
Syria, mainly in the north 

Looking further ahead, SPC has plans for 
the country's reserves of non- associated gas 


— which is contained in fields without 
extensive quantities of oil, SPC called for 
tenders last year for gas-well completions 
and testing, and for reserves and production 
estimates. According to the oil ministry, 
associated gas reserves in the producing 
oilfields of the northeast are likely to toial 
34bn cu m, of which just under 10bn cu m 
might be recoverable. Non-associated 
reserves are pul at around 100bn cu m, 
although the feasibility of recovery has yet 
to be ascertained. 
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There are problemy of oil product supply 
due to the Gulf war, Loss of Iraqi crude, 
formerly tapped from the pipeline running 
to the Mediterranean, has created 
imbalance problems at Syria's refineries, as 
Syria's own crude is very heavy and must be 
blended with lighter oil to provide sufficient 
petrol when refined. 

The Homs refinery, accordingly, is set up 
to run on a blend of 52 per cent Syrian and 
48 per cent Iraqi crude, while the Banias 
refinery, which came on stream in 1979, is 
flexible enough to process between 20 per 
cent and 50 per cent of Syrian oil, with the 
balance being Iraqi crude. 

There is still no shortage of oil on world 
markets, so Syria will probably pe able to 
secure enough light crude from alternative 
sources in the Mediterranean to keep its 
refineries operating — if not at their best. 

















TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 
CHINESE TRADE MINISTER ARRIVES--Tunis, 1 Mar (AFP’ Chinese Foreign Trade Minister 
Li Qiang arrived here today for an official visi’ « d assured Tunisian officials 
that bilateral trade would continue growing. In 4 itatement, the Chinese minister 
said that with the "continual strengthening of | adly Sino-Tunisian relations, 


trade between our two countries has been a rapid =.velopment on an equal and 
mutually advantageous basis." Mr Li Qiang added that he believed that "the trade 
relations between Tunisia and China will not stop growing, and that mutual under- 
standing and traditional friendship will increase." He was met at the Tunis- 
Carthage Airport by the Tunisian National Economy Minister, Abdelaziz Lasram, among 
other officials. [Text] [NCO11711 Paris AFP in English 1647 GMT 1 Mar 81] 


INDONESIAN, ROK AMBASSADORS CREDENTIALS--Yesterday morning President Bourguiba 
received at Certhage Palace the credentials of new Indonesian ambassador to Tunis 
(Teuku Mohamed Mokhtar Thajeb) in the presence of Foreign Minister Hassan Belkhoja. 
He also received duriig an official ceremony which took place at Carthage Palace 
yesterday morning the credentials of new ROK ambassador to Tunis (Euo Sok Shai). 
[Excerpts] [LDO21525 Tunis L'ACTION in French 25 Feb 81 p 4] 


BOURGUIBA RECEIVES OFFICERS--President Habib Bourguiba, the Supreme Commander of 
the Armed Forces, coday received senior army officers of the land, naval and air 
services in the presence of Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali and Defense Minister 
Slahhedine Baly, who addressed the great struggler in the name of the senior army 
officers. He said that the army greets its supreme commander and expresses to him 
utmost respect and admiration. The military, officers and noncommissioned officers 
and soldiers are moved by the care shown by the great struggler and always feel 
proud to meet with him and listen to his guidance and implement his orders. They 
pledge to perform their sacred duty of defense and wish the supreme commander of 
the armed forces further victories and support. Following the meeting, President 
Bourguiba invited his guests to have lunch with him. They also had a commemorative 
picture taken with him. At 1000 on Monday President Bourguiba will preside over the 


cabinet meeting at the government house. [Text] [LD281638 Tunis Domestic Service 
in Arabic 1600 GMT 28 Feb 81] 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


MEXICAN AMBASSADOR PRESFNTS CREDENTIALS TO SDAR 
FLO41241 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0228 GMT 4 Mar 81 


[Text] Algiers, 3 Mar (NOTIMEX)--"The Saharan Democratic Arab Republic is a 
reality, not an invention; otherwise, we--all the representatives of scores of 
governments and the hundreds of guests who attended the celebration of its fifth 
anniversary--would also be," Mexican ambassador Oscar Gonzalec declared in this 
capital today. The Mexican representative was very much impressed by the high 
level of organization he found at the Western Saharan people's refugee camps on 
the extreme southwest of Algeria on the ovorder with the former Spanish colony. 


Gonzalez, the first ambassador accredited to the SDAR, was accompanie«u by deputies 
Silvio Flores and Adolfo Mejia, who were representing the Mexican Congress Foreign 
Relations Committee. In addition to Gonzalez, the Cuban and Nicaraguan ambassadors, 
Rau] Barzaga and Marco Antonio Valley, respectively, presented their credentials to 
the SDAR. 


On the occasion of his visit to the Western Sahara sixth region, the Mexican diplo- 
mat made a speech that was highly praised by many guests. 


Polisario Front Secretary General Mohamed Abdul Aziz, who was present at the cere- 
mony, emphasized the special significance of the fact that Mexico was the first to 
formally accredit its ambassador from the 45 countries which recognize the SDAR. 
He announced that it is quite possible the two countries can develop intensive 
relations of friendship and cooperation. 


According to Gonzalez, Mexico and the SDAR, based on their common language (Spanish 
is the second language of the Western Saharan people, after Arabic), could reach a 
cultural cooperation agreement that would include th publication of Western Saharan 
literary materials, artistic exchange, training of personnel and even the granting 
of scholarships to young Western Saharan students. 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


BRIEFS 


SDAR COMMUNIQUE=-')e Saharan fighters continue to direct their blows against the 
royalist Moroccan forces on which they have inflicted heavy losses in life and 
equipment. A detailed communique released by the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic 
Information Ministry this afternoon declared that the Saharan fighters, during an 
attack they launched against the Royalist Moroccan iorces stationed between 
(?Boheira) and (?Chuhayfa) in Saharan territory on 25 February, were able to 
liquidate (72 Moroccan soldiers and injure a similar number, that is in addition 
to destroying 64 vehicles of various types and large quantities of arms and ammuni- 
tion. The communique added that the Saharan fighters also occupied 12 kilometers of 
the defensive belt of the Moroccan forces and finally destroved a military position 
in the (?Boheira) area, [Excerpt] [1D272300 Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 
2000 GMT 27 Feb 81) 


SAHARAN, MOROCCAN BATTLE REPORT=-The Saharan army continues its bold attacks 
against the Royalist Moroccan forces inflicting heavy losses on them. While the 
Saharan people were yesterauy commemorating the 5th anniversary of the proclamation 
of their Nascent republic, the Saharan fighters were on the same day attacking 
Hagunia, inside the occupied Saharan territory, and then seizing it after a fierce 
8-hour battle against the Moroccan forces. A Saharan communique issued today said 
that the Saharan Popular Liberation Army yesterday attacked and occupied Hagunia, 
which lies to the northeast of al-‘Uvun. The Saharan fighters inflicted heavy 
losses in life and hardware among the rovalist forces. A detailed military state- 
ment about this battle is due to be issued at a later day. j{Text; [LD281430 
Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMI 28 Fed 8:1) 


UAD HAGUNIA CLASH--The Saharan fighters launched a daring military operation yester- 
day against the Moroccan Royalist Forces of invasion in Uad Hagunia, which resulted 
in the death of 175 Moroccan Rovalist soldiers and in the injury of a similar number. 
A Saharan Arab Democratic Republic [SDAR) information ministry communique on this 
explains that a number of fortified trenches and ammunition dumps were destroyed. 
The SDAR military communique also says that large quantities of heavy military 
equipment, including 8 armored vehicles, 11 trucks, 17 land-rovers and 5 field guns, 
were also destroyed. The SDAR military communique adds that the Saharan [tighters 
inflicted human and material losses on a concentration of Moroccan Royalist forces 
stationed at (Er-Rukayyiz) in southern Morocco. [Text] [LD042200 Algiers Domestic 
Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 4 Mar 81) 











ALGLERS NOTES APS DISCLAIMEA--The Moroccan Newa Agency MAP reported today that (’the 
Secretary General of the POLISARILO), Mohamed Abd-el-Agiz was wounded during a clash 
in the West Sahara, attributing thia news to the Algerian Preas Agency APS. APS 
has issued a correction of this erroneous report, indicating that MAP had failed to 
gay that Mr Abdeel-Agiz wae indeed wounded twice--but in 1974 and (71976). [Summary] 
(LD252012 Algiers Domeatic in Freneh 1930 GMT 25 Feb 81] 
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